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ADVERTISEMENT. 


Ir the Reader ſhould find an Thing in the 
following Pages, that tends to confirm bis 
Opinion of the Truth and Excellence of Chriſti- 
anity, his Obligations are due to the Rev. 
Tnomas WAK ETHID of Richmond in Surrey, 
| at whoſe Infligation theſe Remarks were put 
together, and to whom they are cordially in- 
' feribed by his a Ce des 
1 OO Aﬀebtionate Brother: 
THE AUTHOR, 
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is a i heathen NMaaim of high Andi 


that @ great Book is a great Evil and 
the wiſeſt of the King's of Jae] has obſerved 
with no leſs Juſtice, that of making many 


The Benefit and 


Convenience of an Author and the Public 
would be equally conſulted, if the Spirit of 
theſe Aphoriſms were punctually regarded. 
Should the Senſe and Learning of an Age 
be eſtimated by the Number of its literary 
Productions, the Generation, in which we 
live, would rank higher on the Scale of 


Letters than the moſt nn Nations 
| of 
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6 INTERNAL EVIDENCES OF THE 


of the World : the Genius of Athens and 
of Rome would bow down before us. But, 
if intrinſic Excellence and Novelty of Information 

muſt decide the Claim of Merit, we ſhould, 


I am convinced, find ourſelyes degraded to 
a much lower Point than moſt would be 
willing to believe. For my Part, I am re- 


folved, neither to miſemploy my own Time 
nor to abuſe my Reader by retailing the 


Fruits of another's Labour and Ingenuity ; 
and therefore the following Remarks on the 
internal Evidences of Chriſtianity will be found, 


to the beſt of my Knowledge, either entirely 


nwo, or, where the Subject has been already 
treated, as conciſe as /poſſible.* Thus may 


we act not only a more fair and honourable 


Part to our Predeceſſors and the Community, 
but more effectually contribute alſo to the 


erden of ſolid n and our own 
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EXCELLENCE OF CHRISTIANITY. 7 


1 will premiſe a Remark, not deciſive 


indeed, but of conſiderable Rane e and 


extent ve Application. 


R E M AR K I. 


IF: the Books of che New-Tefament- be 
the Production of Impoſture, the Forgers 
of them were JE ws: theſe Writings cannot 


have been invented by any Man, or Set of 


Men, of any other Nation whatſoever. — This 
Obſervation at leaſt brings the Queſtion into. 


a «narrower Compaſs, and contracts the 

Ground upon winch: our ed eee 

muſt take his Stand. Wo 

Not to mention the extreme Difficulty, 
or rather the JImpoſſibility, of perſonating, 

without the groſſeſt Errors, a Character con- 


nected with the Mention of celebrated Men, 


Times, Places, 1 other ſpecit Circum- 
ſtances, without Number; not, I ſay, to 
inſiſt on theſe. Peculiarities, I make no 
Scruple to maintain, that every Man, con- 
verſant with the Writers of Antiquity, and 
endowed with the leaſt critical Perception 


of Stile and Phraſeology, mult acknowledge 
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8 INTERNAL EVIDENCES OF THE 


New Teſtament to wear a Complexion eſſen- 
tially diſtin& from that of all other Writings 
whatſover, except thoſe of Jes, and ſuch 
as have been modelled by the ſame Standard, 
No competent Judge will venture to con- 
trovert this Poſition. 
The religious Sentiments of the ee, 
were very different from thoſe of any other 
ancient People: their religious Iuſtitutians 
were the daily Employment of their Lives, 
and the Study of their religious Writings the 
perpetual Engagement and Obligation of 
particular Sets" among them. This People 
was indeed 4 Nation of Prigit. The whole 
Current of their Ideas became tinctured of 
courſe with religious Images, and incorpo- 
rated the Colour imbibed from this Source, 
with the whole Texture of their Actions, 
Writings, and Converſation. Their Stile of 
Compoſition, therefore, and their Caſt of 
Thought, are peculiarly their ou; cha- 
racteriſtically diſtinguiſhed from any Greet 
or Roman Author, that can be mentioned. 
liminary Remark will be beſt underſtood by 
a particular Illuſtration of it. None but a 
700 for. Exam ple, wok have conceived 
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 EXCBLLENCE OR CHRISTIANITY. 5 


ſuch a Wan. ** the: alloying. in ſuch 


Terms. 


„„ 
Market. a Pool, which: is. called in the Hebrew, 


Tongue Betheſda, having five Parcbes. 


Is. thgſs Jay. @ gen, Multqude of. impotent 
withered, PRE 1 


Falk, of blind, halt, W 
the Moving of the Water, | 


For an ANGEL | went; down. a in ene 
Keen into the Pool, . and troubled the Water +. 


whoſoever. then, firſt after the Troubling: of the 


Mater ſiepped in, was made whale of well 


aue Nane de det < E ety 
The el er Springs} hare okay: 4 1 


ſuppoſe to. bave been like- chose mentioned. | 


by Herodotus and Pliny, to whom I reſer 


the Reader 3 ſuch indeed as, Fravellers of 


our own, Times. often, mention, That warmth 
and occaſional Fluctuation, which a Great 
or Roman Hiſtorian would, have accounted 
for upon the philoſophical! Principles; of his 


own Germ a en * Were "hes: v | 


\ 
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10 INTERNAL EVIDENCES OF THE 


accuſtomed to aſcribe every Event to the 
immediate Agency of his Jehovah, naturally 
attributes to the Operation of an Ax EL: 
a Mode of Solution, which could not poſſibly 
occur but to a Diſciple of the Law of 
Moſes. — And, let me add, this Idea of the 
particular Interference of the Deity ſeems 
to have been more than uſually predominant 
in thoſe Times, which approximate to the 
Era, in which we believe the Apoſtles to 
have lived. What the original Hiſtory, in 


it's Acount of thoſe Animals, which accom- 


panied Noah in the Ark, relates in the fol- 
lowing fimple Language, Two of every Sort 
ſhall come unto thee to keep them alive; — the 
Chaldee Paraphraſes of Jonathan and Jeru- 
ſalem dignify with this obſervable Addition: 
Two of each ſhall go in unto thee By nE 
Hand or an ANGEL, who will take them, 
and make them go in unto thee to keep them 
alive. And more Examples of this Form 


* of Speech might be eaſily produced. 


Nonnus, who is referred by Chronologers 
to the fifth Century, and who executed a 


- Paraphraſe of St. Fobn's Goſpel in Greek 
"FO" has {nod bs a N of 
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EXCELLENCE OF CHRISTIANITY. 11 


this Tranſaction, as might naturally be ex- 
pected from one, defirous to throw a 
claſſic Air over his Performance, and to 
maintain a Conſiſtency with their Modes of 
Thinking, whoſe Language he adopted. 
A Pool,” ſays he, « where the feveriſh 
« Perſon, ſeeing the Water bubble up with 
« Spo TAO MoTion, waſhed away his 
« Diſtemper in the warm Stream.” 
Nor, I apprehend, would our Evangeliſt, had 
he not been educated in Jeiſb Principles, 
have exhibited, with the ſame Fa& before 
him, a Narrative materially different from that 
of his poetical Expoſitor, diveſted of his Em- 
belliſhments. The Aſſertion, that #hoſcever 
firſt ſtepped in after the Troubling of the Water, 
was made whole of whatſoever Diſeaſe he had— - 
goes no further, in my Opinion, than a mere 
Declaration of the reputed Efficacy of that 
mineral Spring, for the ſtriẽt Truth of which 
our Hiſtory is by no Means reſponſible : 
and the Deſcent of an Angel was the obvious 
unavoidable Solution of fuch a Phenomenon 
to a Mind nurtured in the Jewiſh Syſtem of 
Theology. So that the Example here alledged, 
not only illuſtrates and ſupports the previous 
Argument, but may be propoſed as a Speci- 
men of rLipzrar InTzzPrETATION of the 
| Scriptures, 
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. grounded upon a ſuitable Appre- 
henſion of the Value of Hebrew Phraſeology: 

and ſuch an Interpretation, as will appear on 
4 competent Eſtimation, not leſs unexcep- 
dionable in. itſelf, than calculated to place 
many important Paſſages of the Jetaiſb and 
Chrition Revelations beyond the Reach. of 
Scioliſis n af " nend PI 


8 k ; 
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N 3 Mind can "BY = no Inge- 
nuity could | deviſe, a more convincing De- 
monſtration of the Truth of the Goſpel, thag 


che surzsLArvn PrE-EMINENCE. of its Mo- 
nau above the Doctrines of Gentile Philo- 
ſophy and the ee if TW 18 e 


called natural Religion. | 

This Topic, I am aware, has been _—y 
diſcuſſed by a, Variety, of Writers more able 
and patient and induſtrious than myſelf, It 
remains, therefore, for me only to exhibit 


the Statement of this Argument in it's true 


Point of View; which is indeed very ſtriking, 


and well worthy, of Attention. 


The Precepts of Chriſtianity, reſpecting the 
ap 
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EXCELLENCE OF CHRISTFANEFTY. +3 
Duty, not ohly excel in Subhmity of Benti- 
ment and in Suitablenefs to this proper End, 
the Refinement of the Heart and the Exalt⸗ 
ation of the human Character ro the hight 
Point attainable by ratienal Intelligence 
not only excel; 1 Tay, ih theſe Reſpects the 
Morality of any jing/e Philoſoper of Antiquity, 
but the concentrated Wiſdom of every Möraliſt 
an Philobpber of bor Age and Nation. 
This' ſurely 1s 4 us "Cotifideration, 
and conſtitutes an irrefiſtibie Fort bf Evi. 
dene. At the fame” Time there is nb Ha- 
Aud, no Rafhnefs, in this Abertion no Fear 
dE incurring an. Hputztiont of grounchen 
Confidence br Ctültliſn Partiality. "The Field 
is open to the Uhbeliever ; "the Diligence 
and Wit ef Ages have been employed in fur- 
niſhing! im with Armour for the” Combat: 
challenge is made in Fortn, and te Con- = 
telt is capable of Deeiſion. Bur it wWere vain 
to expect from kim an open Engagement 
on ſuch unequal Terms. He knows too 
well, that our Galea has brought down from 
the Skies bar Sderates, inferior only 0 the 
Gulikeah, wiſhed for, but wiſhed in vain, © + 
But one fallacy, which has probably FEY | 
the Underſtandings of many on this Subject, 
| _ not be paſſed by undetekted. Producte 


1 
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14 INTERNAL EVIDENCES. OF THE | 
me the Man, who can juſtly claim a Supe- 


5 riority, in native Edowments and the Accom- 


pliſhments of Learning, to the Platas, the 
Ariſtotles, the Xenophons, the Tullies of Greece 
and Rome? Is that within the Compaſs of 
bis Intellect, which theſe Heroes were unable 
to attain ? —To form a true Judgement, 
therefore, of the Powers of unaſſiſted Reaſon 
and the Progreſs of natural Religion, we ought | 
to recur to thoſe Syſtems of Morality, which 
exiſted zxronx the Birth of Chriſtianity. Tuzy 
ALONE are the reaſonable Specimens of the 
| Powers; — the genuine Proof of that Pro- 
greſs. The various Schemes of moral Philo- 
/ephy, which have been deviſed, or rather 
drawn up, beneath the Sunſhine of the Goſ- 
pel, have received too much Illumination 
from that Source to paſs with conſiderate 


Examiners for a proper Teſt of the Abilities 


of Man, unaided by Revelation. Educated 
undder thoſe benign Influences, which Chri/- 
tianity has exerted on Life and Manners, we 
have imperceptibly imbibed a Portion of it's 
vivifying Spirit; and eaſily miſtake that for 
an Effulgence of native Light,” which is but a 
Reflection of a brighter Luminary, unobſerved 
from a long Familiarity with it's Effects. 
by he Fountain of living Waters firſt flowed 
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EXCELLENCE OF CHRISTIANITY. 15 


indeed only in Judea; but has ſince ae - 
Rivulets of Health and Vigour through every 
Region of the Univerſe. N; ; 
the purer Morality of the later Grecian Schools 
and the ſtriking Superiority in the Theories of 
modern Times over thoſe of the old Philoſo- _ 
phers, afford of themſelves an incontrovertible 
Proof, that the Waters of Iſrael far tranſcend . 9 
in ſalutary Virtues all the Rivers of Damaſcus. TEL _ 
But, I will ſtate the Queſtion, and much N 
it behoves the deiffical V ins to give an 
Anſwer to it: 
Coup the Son of a Carpenter = could a 
Tribe of H ;ſhermen—thus outſtrip the W m 
ASSEMBLAGE of illuſtrious PHILOSOPHERS, and bY 
advance Morality to W by. A SINGLE 
Exeoxr | ? 


8 IF the moral Satirift could ſay with Pro- 
priety of the philoſophical Maxim, know thy- 
| felf, that it came down from Heaven;* with _ 


. 


much more Juſtice may the Advocates 'of o& 


* Juv. ws 27. ing 45 


Chriſtianity 


rü, Evivehcns or 1 


Chitanity put in "the Claini of ahi 
Extradtion for this Injunction of its Founder: 
. . new * Commanidment I give unt You, "that 
i Yo love one another ; & 1 have loved» Hou, that 
Fe Fa love one another. ; 
Precept of ſuch ſublime Behevolence, 
4 which enjoins even the Sacrifice of Life itſelf 
in the Cauſe of F. riendſhip, f could only pro- 
ceed from the overflowing Fe quntain of uni- 
verſal and unbounded Lovs. For any other 
Source I look round in vain, |. ks 5 he Hiſtory # 
of our Species from the Beginning of the 
World to this Hour, — the Syſtems of Phi- 
| loſophers, — the Theory of the human Mind, 
— the Deductions of Experience, — ail unite 
in riveting me to bis Solution. What fa wn 
bulous Antiquity. in that /ingle Inſtance | of 
their Pylades and Oreſtes could extol with 
ſuch Exceſs. of Panegyric, alis of Nazareth 
not only accompliſhed in kis own, Perſon 
with every Circumſtance that could ennoble 
ſuch & ſublime Diſplay of Love and Friend- 
ſmhip; but requires alſo of his . Diſciples as 
the genuine Teſt, of their Adherence to his 
* Cauſe; and their ere, Fristen of. his 


* Jobn xiii. 5 8 * John xv. 9 — U. 
I See John v. is Col. ü. 9. 8 8 11. 583. 
| | Name. 


12 8 EXCELLENCE OF CHRISTIANITY. | 17 
Name. In this reſpect even the Law of 
Adofes will bear no Competition with. the 


Goſpel :* and all other Founders of Sects, 


in every Age and Nation, f have mixed 


with their Syſtems, in a greater or leſs Por- 


tion, ſome Bitterneſs of Party Zeal, — ſome 
Leaven of excluding and perfecuting Principles. 
Followers profited, either by the Example, 
or the Commandment 0 f their Maſter ! 
Thoſe | Diſorders of the Heart, which his 
Love was ever aſſiduous to heal by pouring 

inflamed. by Animoſities and Hatred, that, 


in ſome Periods of Chriſtianity, the Body of 
his Church has been itte elſe chan fund, 


ehe and running Sore. E 


Next to this Doctrine of unlimited Mat” 
| hince? in Dignity and Uſefulneſs, and alike 


demonſtrative of the fuperior Endowments of 


it's 8 OO) is RE” of the” F. Wb tha of 


: « 1 1 5.43 juy. XIY. 103. 
. Selap's Benevolence was of a Judaica! Complexion : - 


| Ewau Os e Fs pes, em pont It guy 
Tao uev aidoior, Toon fs Feivoy iJeiv, 
1 1. 5.6. 5 
1 B Peter 
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18 INTERNAL EVIDENCES OF THE 
Peter ſaid: Lord, hot oft: ſhall my Brother 


fo againſt me, and I Your bim ? 5 ws | 


Times? 


Jeſus ſaith unto * I 8 not unto * 
until ſeven Ti imes, But ow; e Times 


ſeven. 3 


Every W of Senbbiliey and Taſte, 


at the ſame Time that his Heart burns within 


Him at the Magnanimity of the Preceptor, 
muſt be delighted with the Language of the 
Precept, redolent of the Simplicity and 
Purity of ancient Times, and proclaiming, 
beyond the Reach of Art, and even the 
Suſpicion of W the Oy 


of it's Extraction. 


The Parable too, hy: *chich 4 el 


Precept is enforced, is exquiſitely beautiful 


and engaging; the undoubted Production 
of a Mind intimately acquainted with the 


human Heart. Should the Deiſt, like Baal's 
Prophets, call upon his natural Religion 


for ſuch Proofs of divine Wiſdom, ſuch Spe- 
cimens of ſublime Morality, from Morning 


until Moon; there would be no Voice, no 
Anſwer given. If Moſes will acknowledge 
the e en our e . 


A 
1 * 
x 53 
1 


* Matt xl. 21. 22. 


much. 


EXCELLENCE OF CHRISTIANITY. 19 
much more muſt the Diſciples of natural 
Religion decline the conteſt. , But the Hebrew 


Teacher has already borne an unaffefted 
Teſtimony to the tranſcendent” Merits of 


the Prophet of Nazareth, by the Mouth of 
the Jewiſh Officers, who were ſent to ap- 
prehend our Lord: NR ER MAN sPAKE 
LIKE THIS Man, * ; > | 


REMARK IV, 
AN admired Ancient has. obſerved with 
no leſs Propriety than Beauty, that © the 


« Word of Truth is recommended by it's 
« Simplicity; and requires no Subtleties of 


« Argument, no Embelliſhments of Rhe- 


ce toric, to produce Conviction. T Truth 
is in Uniſon with the conſtitutional Move- 
ments of our Nature, and takes an inſtan- 
taneous Poſſeſſion of the Heart. FL 

In this View the Dofrines of the Goſpel 
demand our higheſt Admiration. T hey are 


John vii. 46. 
+ Eurip. Phæn. 483. e 068 WIR 
* Anz; © wl@- Th; avnfias «hv, > 
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20% INTERNAL EVIDENCES OF THE 
propounded in Terms of the utmoſt poſſible 
Simplicity; and are accompanied by Motives 
ſo plain, ſo reaſonable, and ſo cogent, as 
to ſpeak with irreſiſtible Emphaſis of Per- 
ſuaſion to every Mind, not adulterated by | 
Sophifiry, nor depraved by Vice. Ws 

The univerſal Rule of human Conduct, 
livered by our Lord, is coners and FULL ; 
liable to no Miſtake or Miſapplication. 

Whatſoever ye would that Men ſhould 40 
unto you, do ye even. ſo unto tbem. | 

Nor are ſubordinate Duties enforced wth 
leſs Pregnancy and Decifion. _ 


| Servants, be obedient to your Maſters, doing 
Service as to the Lord, and not to Men. © 


Maſters, give unto your Servants that which 8 


is juſt and equal; N N ao have a 
2 in Heaven. t 
1 ſhall not multiply Words in defending | 
or explaining a Poſition, which is level to 
every Underſtanding, and will find an Ad- 
vocate in every Breaſt. The Charms — 
Truth are impaired by Decorations. 


„Matt. vii. 12. na 
· n 1. 
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EXCELLENCE OP CHRISTIANITY. 21 


CAN any Doctrine be conceived more 
truly noble in itſelf, more intereſting to 
human Nature, and more calculated to in- 
ſpire great Ideas of the Power and Goodneſs 
of the Deity, than the Declaration of God's 
indiſcriminate and perpetual Providence over 
the Univerſe ;—over all inanimate and living 
Things? But, if the Philoſopher contem- 
plates with Aſtoniſhment the Sublimity of 
this Idea, the Philologiſt is no leſs delighted 
with the Energy and Plainneſs of the Lan- 
guage, in which it is conveyed, _ 

Are not two Sparrows ſold for a Farthing "7 
And one of them ſhall not fall on the Ground 
without your Father. But the very Hairs of 
your Head are all numbered.* 

Which is the more predominant Feature in 
this ſtriking Picture of the ſupreme Being, 


the Affection of the Parent, or the Power of ; 


the Creator? — What, let me aſk, What 


Matt. x. 29, 30. i | 
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zz INTERNAL. EKVmRNCES OF THE 
could proclaim ſuch glad and awful Tidings 
but a Voice from the Boſom of the Father ? * 

cc Gop,” ſays Newton, f © is all Evs, 
and Ear, and SENSk.“ But this Prince of 
Philoſophers, this Glory of our Nation, re- 


fined his Notions of the Divinity from his 


favourite Volume ; which had declared, that 
a Sparrow, nay even a Hair of the Head, 
could not fall to the Ground without vi- 
brating Wenn the remoteſt e of the 
Creation, | 


REMARK v. 


NOR need the ant 8 Adimirer 
of Chriſtianity deſire a more deciſive Demon- 


ſtration of rhe divine Underſtanding of it's 
Founder, a ſharper Weapon againſt the Fury 


of his Adverſaries, than the Symptoms of 


Wiſdom, which diſplay themſelves in the 


following little Hiſtory, delineated with ſuch 


lively Strokes of Truth and Nature. 
ben one ſaid unto him: Behold! thy 


Mother and thy Brethren ſtand without, de- 


. to 1 with thee. 


* 


7 John 1 i. « + Schol. Gen, 
Ra „. 
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EXCELLENCE/OF CHRISTIANITY. . 23 
But he anſwered and ſaid unto bim that' 


told him: Who is my 3 ond s are 
my Brethrm ? © 


And be ſtretched forth bis Hand towards 
bis Diſciples, and ſaid : Behold, my Mother 
and my Brethren ! For whoſoever ſhall do the 
Will of my Father, ' which is in Heaven, the 


ſame is my Brother, and Siſter, and Mother.* 


The Religion of Jeſus oppoſes no Dictate 


ol our Conſtitution, diſcourages no Senſibility 
of Nature, diſſolves no Tie of Kindred or 


Affection. But our heavenly Father is of 
more Conſideration than our earthly ; and 
the Claims of Integrity and Virtue are ſupe- 


rior and antecedent even to the deareſt Attach- 


ments of Conſanguinity, whether of Vie, or 


| Child, or Parent 4 | The: full, dreien, 
- and decifive Declaration of this grand Truth 


was reſerved for 7e Chrift, the Word and 


Wiſdom of the Creator. But Impartiality 


requires, that a Philoſopher of Greece, whoſe 


Sagacity of Penetration and Variety of 


Learning have never been excelled, ſhould 


not be defrauded of his Share of praiſe. 
Ariſtotle, in a beautiful Hymn' to VIRTUE, 


Matt. xii. 47. 5 t Lake uv. 26. 
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ys ee ao, e ar ch 


than Gol b and PartenTs;* _ 0 
What ſhall we ſay to this? Truly; that 


Philoſophy approximates by the ſame Meaſure 


to the Perfection of Morality and to the 
Precepts of the Goſpel ; and that the wiſef 


| Heathens, are more and more, in Proportion 
to their Excellence as Teachers of Virwe, | 


e me . Cnaisriaxs. 


np EMA 42 Ky x 


The Love of "Money, ſays the Apoſtle, is 
the Root of all Evil. And @ very ſuper- 


ficial Acquaintance with Life and Manners 
muſt. conyince us of the Power of that 
ſordid Paſſion to corrupt every Principle of 


Virtue, and to deaden the moſt active Affec- 


tions of our Nature. © Curſed be the Man,” 


ſays the voluptuous Anacreon, who firſt ſet 
ec his Affections upon - Mowtr. This de- 
* ſtroys the Love of Brethren : this extin- 
te ouiſhes the reciprocal Regard of Parent 


* and of Child : this is the Source of War 


ene. 


| { - \* and 
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« and Murder.” Energy of Language lau- 
daubly expreſſive of the Deteſtation of a gene- 
rous Spirit for ſuch a groveling Appetite ! 
an Appetite, which gradually abſorbs every 
ſocial Feeling of the Soul, and converts the 
_ unhappy Indulger of it into a Monſter of 
 Sefiſbneſs and Inhumanity, Our Saviour pro- 
ved himſelf to have a clear Inſight into it's 
incredible Influence upon the Mind; and 
has ſignified that total Indiſpoſition to the 
Fruits of Religion and Goodneſs, which is 
it's uniform and legitimate Offspring, by 
one of thoſe ſtriking Specimens of figurative 
Expreſſion, ſo farniliar to the Phraſeology 
of the Eaft : ES, 
t is eaſier for a Camel : to go through the 
Eye of a Needle, than for a rich Man to enter 
into the Kingdom of God.“ | 
This may ſerve as a fatisfatory Proof 
'atnong a Multitude of others, that the fa- 
vourite Diſciple was not blinded in his 
Judgement by any groundleſs Partiality for 
his Maſter, when he aſſerted of him, that 
Hy Kune WHAT WAS Ty Man. AAR , 


PE. Matt, x; xix. PR, | "4 John ü. 25. 
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many, no Doubt, perfectly unwarrantable, 
and deſtitute of all reaſonable Probability: 


upon more mature Conſideration, however, 


it will be found ſtrictly conformable to Expe- 
rience, and an undeniable Demonſtration of 


a moſt accurate Inſight into human Manners. | 


And be ſaid : nay, Father. Abraham ! but, 


| if one went unto them from the Dead, they. will 


repent, _ 
And he ſaid u unto him: 1 they bear not My uſes 
and the Prophets, neither will they be perſuaded, 
though one roſe from the Dead.“ | 
Nothing fo clear and unqueſtionable, as 
that a Diſinclination to be perſuaded wil 
always find ſome. Cavil, ſome ſecret Objec- 


tion, to the ſtrongeſt Argument. It is im- 


poſſible to contradict a Propoſition, of which 
perpetual Experience furniſnes to every Ob- 


ſerver ſuch abundant and irrefragable Proof. 


* Luke xvi. 30, ZI. 9 7 
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EXCELLENCE OF: CHRISTIANITY. 23 


It is certain, that more muſt go to Convic- 

tion, than Reaſon and Demonſtration. There 
is no acceſs to the Avenues of the Under- 
ſtanding through a Heart enveloped and 
ſtupified by the groſs Integuments of Sin.“ 
It is the purged Ear alone, that liſtens; and 
the ſingle Ear, that delights to ſee. Light 
may come into the World, but Men will love 
Darkneſs rather than Tight, if their th 
ARE EVIL}. 

I might be more ge in my Illuſtra- 
tion of this Aſſertion of our Lord; but the 
Subject has been treated with Ability and 
Succeſs by others. In the mean Time, a 
Believer of the Goſpel, will congratulate him- 
ſelf on a DzMoxsTRATION from Fact of the 
Truth of this Maxim, ſoon after it was 
uttered. That perver/e Generation, who could 
hear with ſo much Indifference or Contempt 
the Exhortations and Reproofs of their hea- 
venly Inſtructor, and behold with ſuch ob- 
ſtinate Incredulity ſo many Exhibitions of 
godlike Power; ſtill continued to reſiſt the 


* See Matt. xiii. 15. Perf, Sat. 171. 52. 
Sed ſtuper hic witio, er fibris Increvit 8 | 
Finn, .... 
1 John iü. 19. 
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28 INTERNAL EVIDENCES OF THE 


ſame unequivocal | Proofs, openly. exhibited | 
by the Apoſtles, of the Reſurrection of 


that fame Jeſus, whom _ b crucified, 
from the Dead. 
Obduracy has no Limit to its „ae 


The Cloud, which was at firſt no bigger 


than a Mans Hand, ſoon involves the whole 
Heavens in Obſcurity. In ſuch a Caſe, no 


Alternative can be diſcovered. The Con- 
duct of our Lord will ever ſhew itſelf in 
this Reſpect alſo perfectly conſonant to the 
Principles of conſummate WIis pon.“ This 


was the invariable Tenour of his Conduct; 
this the uniform Language of his Addreſs: 


. Wroso HATH EARS TO HEAR, LET HIM 


HEAR. F , 


REMARK 1X. 
THE Chriſtian Religion ſoon began to 
deviate from the plain and exact. Standard ſet 


forth by Jeſus and his Apoſtles ; and ſecular 
Policy to exert it's baneful Interference in 


* Matt. xi. 19. 


1 It is ſenſibly remarked by Philemon : 
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Palpable Vuſtice and a ſacrilegious Uſurpa- 


EXCELLENCE OF CHRISTIANITY. 29 


the Government of a Kingdom, which was 


expreſsly declared by it's Eſtabliſner not to 
be or TRHIs WorLD.* Antichriſt, according 
to the Prophecies concerning him, made 


Haſte to uſurp a Throne in the Temple of 


God, f and to promulgate' Laws with a 
Tone of tyrannical Authority, This ſimple 


Requiſite of evangelical Communion — 7 Be- 


lieve that Feſus of Nazareth is the Son of God — 


might ſatisfy indeed / :bat Son of God him- 


ſelf and the Meſſengers, whom he commiſ- 
fioned ; but was deemed in no wile ſufficient 
by the ſucceeding Hierarchs of the Church. 
They were of Opinion truly, in Oppoſition 


to their Maſter, that an unbounded Liberiy 
of Propheſying muſt produce innumerable 


Corruptions in Religion; and that Txurn 


would be unable to ſupport herſelf without 


the ſalutary Afiſtance of Penalties and Re- 


ftriftions. Accordingly an Acceſſion of new 


Materials, of Wood and Hay and StubbleF 
was thought neceſſary to give Strength and 


 Solidity to the Foundation of that Fabric, 


which was already eftabliſhed on a Rock, 


* John XVili. 36. Oey + 2 The. ii. 4- 
Wat & 
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tion of. the divine Prerogative were regarded . 


as Expedients of trivia! Conſideration, when 
_ contraſted with the Paoſſibility of Miſchief from 
a perfect Freedom of Opinion. Nay, upon 
a Subject immediately allied to this; Milton's 
Diſcourſe on the Liberty of the Preſs is de- 
clared by a Writer of as ſtrong Faculties 


as our own or any other Nation has produ- 


ced, to have occaſioned. a Problem in Poli- 


tics, which the human nene cannot | 


: lvet>> 2 
Where then can we 2 properly. 3 


Recourſe for the Solution of a Difficulty, 


that mocks the Capacity of the wiſeſt Men, 
as to that DIvINE. UNDERSTANDING, ſo con- 
ſpicuouſly exerted in the Words and Actions 
, ws 4.4 
Hear, ye Tyrants over the \Cohſciemons 


of another's Servants, who muſt ftand or fall 
to their own Maſter ;;4 hear the Deciſion 


of your Lord, and confute us, if ye can: 


* See Archdeacon Blackburn#s Strictures on Dr. Fohn- 
ſon's Life of Milton a moſt acute Performance, and 
a ſurpriſing Inſtance of intellectual Vigour in extreme 
 Old-Age ! Our illuſtrious Bard could not have found 
2 more able Advocate. Hi: ſaltdm accumulem dir? / 


+ Rom. xiv. 4. | 


a Deciſion, 


5 
; 
2 
; 
4 
5 
, 
wr 
Ky 
1 
3, 
* þ 
Þ 
E ) 
p29 
; 
* 
D 


br 
un 
* 
js 
7 
Ns 
e 
j 
I 
: 
1 
} 
8 
. $7 
ä 
- 
£ 
/ 


5 
2 
£ 


ExCELLENCR OH CHRISTIANT' 31 


a Deciſion, fraught with the Wiſdom from 
abave, to the complete Expoſure of your 
abſurd Expedients, and the eternal aten 

of antichriſtian Policy. W. 1 
Lr BOTH GROW ' TOGETHER, UNTIL THE 
| Rainer ; LEST, WHILE VE /GATHER up TRE 
Takks, YE ROOT! up THE Þ Wager ALSO WITH 
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"mn R we conſider the Conduct ef" other 
Founders of Sects and Heads of Parties; 
— the Means, which they have uniformly 
employed to procure Reputation and to 
allure Followers, the Mode of acting and 
teaching adopted by Zeſus Chriſt will appear 
in this Reſpect perfectly peculiar and without 
Example. No Forgers of the Narratives 
(whoſe Moti ves in the firſt Inſtance would 
not eaſily be made out) could have found 
any Inducement, either from a Survey of 
human Manners or the invariable Operations 
of 1205 Mind, to u delivered ſuch e an ex- 


: ie 


- + Matt, ail. Os 
5 traordinary 


75 


3 INTERNAL EVIDENCES OF THE 


traordinary Relation of his Conduct. For 
my own Part, I can deviſe no other tolerable 
Solution of this Difficulty, but the Suppo- 
ſition, that the Goſpe! Hiftory is an accurate 
Tranſcript from a Trus OrtrcmaL ;— that 
ſuch a Perſon as Jeſus of Nazareth actually 
appeared, a genuine Likeneſs of the Picture, 
which is preſented of him; — with a View of 
publiſhing ſuch a Syſtem of Religion, and 
founding fuch a ſingular Empire over the 
Affections and Conſciences of Men. . 
Did Jus ſoothe his Followers by often- 
tatious Promiſes: of Wealth, Power, Repu- 
tation, or temporal Adyantages of any Kind ? 
Qualification of his Diſciples was to relin- 
quiſh every worldly Expectation, and aban- 
don for ever the very Idea, not of Power 


and Reputation, but even of Eaſe and Com- 


fort. After his Example, who had not 
dubere to lay bis Head; — ho endured eyery 
Hardſhip, Danger, and Perſecution on his 
Way to Calvary, where the bitter Cup of 
his AMictions was emptied to the Dregs ; — 
_ after ſuch a Pattern, the Followers alſo of 
this Maſter were required to leave Houſe, 
and Land, and Parent, and. Child, for bis 
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Namt's Sake* — to expect all the ill Treat- 
ment, which the Malice and Bigotry of their 


Countrymen could exerciſe upon them to 
endure with Patience thoſe - cruel' Mockings; 


which have proved to ſome a ſeverer Trial 


than even perſonal Oppreſſions—and to look 
daily, with a fearful Expe@ation, inſeparable 
from Humanity, for that ſame Baptiſm of 


Death, with which he N __ owe 


baptiſed. + 


ſtudiouſly avoided popular Applauſe; reproved 
with Severity and Boldneſs before all the 


People thoſe: Proſeſſors, whoſe Name and 
Influence would have been the moſt ſervice- 
able in promoting his Intereſt and eſtabliſhing 
his Authority ; and retired with ſecret Pre- 
_ cipitation before that Torrent of public En- 


thuſiaſm, which would have are him to 
a Throne. TE 


By what Model, I ah 6a Agverſutica, 


by what Model could an Impoſtor faſhion 
ſuch a Narrative as this? What Principle 
of Experience, what Analogy of Hiſtory, what 
Nabe. of gan N furniſn him 


* Man. x, 37. y > Matt. 3 
+4 John vi. 15. | 
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Io a ſuitable Foundation for a «80 
ture ſo unexampled in all its Parts? | 

Until a direct and explicit Anſwer can be 
85 to this Queſtion, as | /ound Philoſophy 
has taught me not to admit more Cauſes 
than what are ſufficient for the Explanation 
of the Phenomena, I feel myſelf compelled 
Boo conclude, that the Life and Actions of 
Feſus Chrift, correſpondent to the Record 
tranſmitted of them, were the undoubted 
Prototype in the Eye of the „ 
and that he was @ Man, approved of God by 
Miracles, and Wonders, and Signs, and roſe 
from the Grave on the third Day, after he 
had been 920 . 1 8 and 
flain.® 
R E M A R K . 

THE Mode of conveying Iytrutton, adope- 
ed by our Lord diſplays, in my opinion, a 
wonderful Combination of Judgement and 
Sagacity, and is in every Reſpect 27 1 of 
a Teacher ſent from God. - 
In this View, what can be more wank: 
| rable, than that rant and Addreſs, which 
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uniformly endeavoured to. call forth the rea- 


ſoning Faculties of his Audience, and to lead 
them to à due Exertion of thoſe Powers, 


which characteriſe and ennoble our Species? 


When he wiſhed to reſtore a bed-ridden 


Paralytic to Health and Strength,“ it were 
eaſy for him to ſay, Ariſe and walk; and the 
Miracle would have been complete. But 


his conſtant Object was the Accompliſhment | 


of a the Good within his Power. To an 
Act of Benevolence to the Body, he was 
willing to unite an Effort to inform the 
Mind, by calling the Attention of the By- 


Standers to the Nature of his Character. 
His Language, therefore, to the ſick Perſon 


was, Son ! thy Sins be forgiven thee : A Pe- 
culiarity of Expreſſion, which might have 


induced any inquiſitive and ingenuous Hearer , 
to conclude, that he claimed, by Virtue f 
a heavenly . Commiſſion, that high Prero- 


gative of the Divinity, the Forgiveneſs of Sins: 


and the Miracles, which he was enabled to 
perform ought to have convinced them at 
the ſame Time, that he did not exerciſe this 
Prerogative upon falſe Pretenſions; for no 


Man, according to the juſt Ae, 


* Matt. bt. 2—7. / 
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ment of the Jewiſh Ruler, could do gow. 
Things, ercept Cod were with him. 
All his Parables furniſh abundant Proofs 

of the Juſtice of this Remark, and may be 

conſidered as fo many judicious Leſſons 
drawn up with infinite Addreſs,” calculated 

to rouſe the Underſtandings and affect the 
Senſibility of his Hearers by the moſt ' deli- | 
cate Touches of Nature and Paſſion. In- 
deed, we might almoſt venture co appeal — | 
for the Authenticity of our Lord's Preten- | 
fions, to his ParaBLes atone: Al are 
beautiful; the trueſt Delineation of human 
Manners, embelliſhed with all thoſe Graces, 
Diction is able to beſtow; Graces, beyond 
the Reach of the moſt elaborate Artifice of | 
Compoſition : but 2% of the Number ſhine 4 
among the Reſt with unrivalled Splendor ; 
and we may ſafely challenge the Genius of 

| Antiquity to produce from all his Stores of 
Elegance and Beauty ſuch Specimens of pa- 

| thetic unlaboured Deſcription as the Parables = 
of the Prodigal Son and the good Samaritan. 

But I forbear to enlarge upon this Subject. 
The 3 is in every 0 . and 
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| the ingenuous: Student of the Scriptures wilt 


find in every Page ſufficient Teſtimonials to 
the Truth of my. Propoſitien. Let him 
make the Application for himſelf, and build 


up his Faith "with thoſe ne which 
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dious. Contrivances and the premeditated So- 
phiſtry of rhe learned Profeſſors among the 


Jens never failed to meet with from our 
Saviour, evinced a Tranquility of Temper, 


which, no Provocation could derange 1 4 


Quickneſs of Recollection, which no Artifice 
could ſurpriſe; a Sagacity of Apprehenſion, 
a Solidity of Underſtanding, which no Sub- 


Ar could confound. 


When the Phariſees aſcribed his wi bal 


Soha to the Aſſiſtance of evil Spirits, 
with what Simplicity and Strength of Reaſon- 
ing did he expoſe the deſpicable Iuconſiſtency 


and malignant Prejudices of theſe miſerable 
Cavillers! 4 Family, divided againſt itſelf, 
cannot ſtand— et If my Miracles are the Work 

« of Beelzebub, | by whoſe Power do your 
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Whoſo entereth 4 frong Man's Houſe, and 


en bis God in Pronger : thas 


& be. 5 x Or Wee bes FE: t 


Due without deſcending wi an 1 
of een which are ſo well known, I 
ſhall content myſelf with directing the Atten- 
tion of the Reader 7 he Joy” oe We Woman 
taken in Adultery. 5 | 

The Difficulty and Danger of the Di- 


lemma, to which our Lord was reduced on 


this embarraſſing Occaſion, are extremely ob- 


vious. To have pronounced an Acquittal 


of the Woman would have been not only 
a flagrant Oppoſition to the expreſs Injunction 
of the Moſaic Law upon this Point, but fuch 
a palpable Enconragement of Criminality, -as 

muſt have totally deſtroyed his Credit as 
2 moral Teacher among his countrymen. 
On the other Hand, though no judicial Au- 
thority as a public Magiſtrate was inveſted 
in ir, yer | his e would have | on 


. „Matt. i. 25, 30, Salts 22. 

Teo the fame Purpoſe Mrazader in Clem. . 
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the Efficacy of a DL 


Sp and the n in all Proba- 


bility, would have p immediately to 


execute the Praifhimine of their Legiſlator 
by ſtoning the Criminal to Death. Now the 


Tumult itſelf unavoidable in this Caſe, and 


much more ſuch an Infringement of the 


Authority of the Roman Government, which 


had taken the Power of inflicting capital 
Puniſhments into their 'own Hands, would 


have furniſned a very fair Pretence for an 


Accuſation of Sedition and Rebellion againſt 


the State. What Meaſures could be purſued 


nuity would not have felt itſelf at a Loſs 
for an Expedient that might ſecure it's own 


Reputation, diſappoint the Malice of it's 


Adverſaries, and yet give no Encouragement 
to ſuch a ſinful Act? Obſerve then, whether 


our Lord did not diſplay a Preſence of Mind 
and a Dexterity of Invention, which Nothing 
can exceed. Lær nam, fays he, that is wwith- 


| out Sin among you, caſt the firſt Stone at her. 
Few Words, but fruitful” Materials for 


Reflection! — Thoſe ſanctified Hypocrites, the 
Scribes and Phariſees, hereby received a juſt 
REVERE: for their uncharitable Eagerneſs to 

9 4 „„ ͤ D́O "_ 
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accuſe others, when they - themſelves were 
immetſed in Depravity. The eee 
the Conſciences, to which it was directed. 
Their ſubſequent Conduct bore Teſti 
to it's Effect. They dent aut; one by oe. a 
Vet our Lord gave no Sanction to Adultery. 


The Woman's Guilt is clearly acknowledged, 


when Leave is giwen to che Innocent to put 
the Law into Execution againſt her. The 
Inability of her Adverſaries to accept this 
Condition does not prove, or imply, ber 
Innocence in the Judgement of our Saviour, 
The Infidel can make out no juſt Exception 
to his Character upon this Ground. - Indeed, 
he eee <> e , ee 
#0 more. r F103 
But our + Nintagoniſh; will; S N he 
does not condemn her Neither do I cundemm 
thee 2m ( And this,“ he will add, amounts 
& at leaſt to an unpardonable Connivance 
_ * at her Tranſgreſſion. To this it may be 
N en TI that a "me 


* She Geet Det e Hor - „ 
Touch d lightly, for no Falſelvod can endure 4 1 2 
Touch of celeſtial Temper, but return 1 
4 Of Force to it's own Likensfs : ON | 
| Dye and ſupribd. | 
| | Par, Lot, IV. "Tug 
according 
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according to his on Declaration, into the 


World to condemn the World, * and to execute 
the Office of a Fudge : (and it is but rea- 
ſonable to try him by his on Principles; 


judicial Authority would have given à direct 
dination, which he conſtantly ſhewed, and 


inculcated, n e _ 
ſtrate. 9 1 177 SG; 


bra 1 pab o on to other „ Confcdernions. 


4016 i 


4 * „ 5 y o r 4 * # 
. " + 4 89 * — 1 Z,4 as 8 4 of FF 5 * 14 
2 E474 1 1 : 


REMARK tit; 


6 $ick FP 290 £1 


FORTS 


| aworHER K Hate 7 abi in 


7 itſelf, ſupplies us with no inſignificant Teſti- 


monial of a Nobleneſs of Mind, which will 
not ſuffer any ſelfiſh Conſiderations whatfo- 
ever to interfere with the Reſpect antecedently 
due to Propriety and Merit. Senſible as 
our Lord muſt have been of Martha's offi- 


cious Aſſiduity to oblige him by providing 
a Variety of Diſhes for bis Euter minment, 7 


* John ii. 17. vii. 75 X11. 47. Luke xii. 14.—27. 
| + Luke x. 38. | 
„ 1 „ his - 
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his ſuperior Love of intrinſic Excellence 
3 made him regard with Sentiments of pecu- 
5 of her Siſter, who was ſitting at his Feet, 
5 imbibing with an eager fond Attention the 
gracious Accents, that dropped from the : 
Lips of her Preceptor. The Suggeſtions of 
Vanity could not ſoothe this impartial Exa- 
miner of Actions into a Suppreſſion of the 
Truth; nor was the ſteady Light of ſo-ſound ö 
a Judgement to be broken by the Obliquit | | 
of even perſonal Attachment in Union with 
thoſe Suggeſtions. His Approbation of 
Mary's Wiſdom comes attended with a 
Rebuke of her Siſter's Indifference to more 
- momentous Objects; but a Rebuke gentle 
and delicate, ſuited to the Ne of ſo 
affectionate a Friend-— 
. Martha! Martha ! thou. art "careful aol 
1 about many Things : but one Thing 15 
necdful; and Mary Bath choſen that good Par 15 1 
which ſhall not be taken away N ber. 1 oe | 
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1 E 3 i Undeifidndite; the 
Firmneſs of Mind, and. the Reſignation of 


Soul to the Will of Providence, . manifeſted 


in the T, emptation of our Saviour, conſtitute 


one of the moſt, illuſtrious Tranſactions in 
a Life, diſtinguiſhed by every Species of 
Magnanimity and Virtue. In whatever Light 
the peculative Theologian may be inclined to 


view. this. remarkable Event, whether as a 
Vi fon, a private Meditation, or a real Alion; 


Wh the Wiſdom and the Fortitude therein dil- 


played. will be preciſely the ſame : and, if 


the Unbeliever ſhould regard the Circum- 
ſtance as a pure Fiction of the Relator, the 


Difficulty will ſtill purſue him, and require 


Sagacity and Strength of Argument in a 

contemptible and uninformed Jew. _ | 
When the Tempter urged Feſus to exert 

his Power for the Relief of that Neceſlity, 


which muſt have been unuſually preſſing after 
fo long an Abſtinence, he did not deny his 
em to ne the nen of Stones 


into 


/ 


ſome reaſonable Account for ſuch admirable | 
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into Bread, but repreſented the Propriety 
of Submiſſion to the Appointments of that 
Being, who had placed him in ſuch a Situ- 
ation; intimating at the ſame Time the ab- 
ſolute Inefficacy of any Expedient in Oppo- 
fiti tion to che ntentions of the Almighty. Man 
ſhall not live by Bread alone, but by "ws We ord 
that proceedeth out of t the Mouth | 0 Ged. 

joy ſublime Sentiment! Me iormd a "wal fe. 


111 


Fab 8 oak unctions to the 1 1 to be po poor 
himſelh, that his Followers in mi ight be nich; to 
exert his Powers, not for his « own Benefit and 
; Convenience, but: for the Good of others; 


ger, hüt he created Fe ood. for Multitades 
in a Wilderneſs. We 1 


The next Effort of the T: empter. "was not : 


leſs inſidious, but in Truth a moſt dangerous 
Snare for a vain and ambitious Spirit. Had 


eſus thrown himſelf down from the Battle- 


ments of the Temple among the Crowds below, 


and eſcaped unhurt by the Protection of the 
Deity ; ; ſuch a miraculous Exhibition could 


not have failed to Engage the Attention of 


01% $7 
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the People in his Favour, who are more 
Beneficence ; and would have opened a wide 
_ notwithſtanding the direct Words of Scripture 
were produced in Juſtification of this Pro- 
poſal, our Lord was too well acquainted 
with the Terms of divine Favour and Sup- 
port,” and with the Uſes, for whieh his 
fupernatural Endowments were conferred upon 
him, to be baffled by ſuch an artful Infinu- 
ation. e ee ages” 13 [the 
Lord thy God. 

8 Coty dah hs middac Dee 
Jeſus Chriſt was ever cautious to render no 
Interference of miraculous Potuer neceſſary in 
his Behalf. He never gave Way to the en- 
thuſiaſtic Admiration of the Populace, who 
would have made him King: he provoked 
no Dangers, (from which only a Miracle 
might have extricated him) that could poſſi- 
bly bring on that Cataſtrophe of his Cruci- 
fixion before the Hour appointed by his 
Father: and was ſatisfied with his eu 
faithleſs cowardly Diſciples, when he could 
have called in their Stead as many Legions of- 
Angels to his Aſſiſtance. 


The 
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The Tempter made his laſt Appeal to that 
Paſſion for Power, and Grandeur, and Plea- 
ſure, which has domineered with ſuch uni- 
verſal Sway over the Heart of Man i in every 

Period of Time, and daily alienates the 
Affections of ſo many Thouſands from 
the Creator to the Creature. The Apoſtle 
has remarked, with equal Truth and Beauty, 
that the Luft of the Fleſh, and the Luſt of the 
Bes, and the Pride of Liſe, is | not ef the 
Father, but of the World. | But that Pefti- 
lence, which | deſtroys, to borrow Solomon's 
- Expreſſion, ſo many ſtrong Men, and ſpreads 
perpetual Devaſtation both in the Darkneſs 
it's contaminating Influence to this Man: of 
God. The very Idea of forſaking his Alle- 
glance to his Maker (the almoſt unavoidable 
Conſequence of enjoying the Kingdoms of tbe 
Mord and the Glory of them) was unſpeak- 
_ ably offenſive to this dutiful Son and Servant 
of the moſt High. He replies with the 
Quickneſs of a wounded and indignant Spirit: 
Get thee behind me, Satan Thou ſhalt worſhip 
' the Lord thy God, and bim only ſhalt | thou 


9 I John ü. 16. N 5 
| I would 
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. TI would not willingly entertain an unrea - 
ſonable Partiality even for the Character of 
Feſus Chriſt himſelf; but I fhould offer Vio- 
| lence to my own Feelings and an. Inſult to 
the Truth, did I not ingenuouſly declare, 

that his Conduct on almoſt every Occaſion, 
_ eſpecially thoſe of Difficulty and Danger, ex- 
cites within me a mingled inexpreſſible = 
ſation of Aftoniſhment and Delight: 
Heart, in the Language of the 3 
may be truly ſaid. zo leap. for Foy. It's in ward 
Emotions correſpond to the outward Expreſ- 
ſions of the tranſported Cripple, -when he 
found. himſelf healed by the Word of Peter; 
as they are deſcribed in Terms, ſo lively and 
ſignificant, . as Nothing but ocular Teftimony 
could have ſuggeſted : And the lame Man 
LEAPING UP, STOOD, and WALKED ; and en- 
tered with them into the Temple, WALKING, 
and LEAPING, ane PRAISING Les 8125 


REMARK xv. 


"EET any Man take a ue of the | 
Goſpel Hiſtories, and obſerve the Treatment, 
| wok” our Lord received from | his ppt 
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men on all Occafions in Return for his 
Endeavours to reclaim them from Ignorance 
and Sin to the Bleſſings of evangelical Sal. 
vation : — let him behold this | meek and 
peaceable Prophet of glad 7 dings inſulted | 
for the Meanneſs of his Parentage, the Ob- 
ſcurity of his native Place, the Infignifi- | 
cance of his Followers, with an Addition, no 
Doubt, of many aggravating Circumſtances 
not recorded by the brief Hiſtorians of his 
Life: then turn vour Eyes and obſerve 
him more than once in Danger of being 
ſtoned by an enraged Populace, and con- 
cealing himſelf from their Reſentment, for 3 
| atrempting to remove their Prejudices and 
lead them to an Acknowledgement of the 
Truth : finally, obſerve the Scoffs and Ridi- 
cule, the Bitterneſs of Inſult, the Brutality 
of Uſage, which the fruitful Malignity of 


triumphant Enemies Javiſhed upon him after 


his Apprehenſion : —but above all, contem- 
plate the taunting Pleaſ; ntry of thoſe Mon- 
ſters of Inhumanity, the Chief- Priefts and 
Scribes over this innocent Victim of their 
Malice, whilſt he was agoniſing with the 
unſpeakable Tortures of the Croſs :— then, 5 
after this Survey, let any Man bring the 

ä f 
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Matter home to his own Boſom, and can- 
didly aſk himſelf, what bis Senſations would 
have been in the -ſame Circumſtances; in the 
Midſt of ſuffering: theſe Indignities and Cru- 


eities in Return for ſuch Conduct. Surely, 


without any Breach of Candour, I may pre- 
ſame. to anſwer for him, that m Emotions 
in his Breaſt. At leaſt 1 will venture to 


pronounce, that the predominant Senſations 


uf his Soul would var have been a calm 
Fergiveneſs: nor would his Lips have found 
turbation of Spirit, to pronounce à Petition 
for his Mdurderers':\ FarRRA, pps THEME 5 
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ciations upon the Mind unavoidably produ- 
ces /ome Attachment to one's native Country-: 
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but ab merę clorai Affection ſeems: entitled ito 
90 Praiſe, and is rather / incompatible with 


true Dignity ef Sentiment. The Regard; 


| which che: great Exemplar of Wiſdom in 
the Legends of Antiquity} exprefits ſor his 


native Iſland, is, as wtlr. moſt other Men, 


2 Compound of good Senſe and Weakneſs. 
_ *©My-. Iebata,” ſays Myſes att is rough and 


te barren, but a good Nutſe of Men: nor 
cc have L ſeen in lallimy Wanderings a more 
<:delicions Country. 2d; a oonuenong 


ur. Saviour: betrayed>\nor Symptoms of 


unmany Prejudice in this Reſpect, but acted 


up doschis inrariable Standard of Wiſdom 
andi Magnanimity. His Conduct indeed was 
ever ihiſorm; and like his dn Veſtmient, 
of the ſame Texture, toit hour Seam, woven 


from ide oon ſbroughous At all Times, 


a Regard, for Worth and Virtue ſuperſeded 


every Conſideration of private Connection 


; ith Fable. FEA EIB Geet his 


Ahe ain Conan; chang of Coun- 
try and «a Claſs of Men; moſt unfriendly to the 


5 Jews, Slſplayed #:Convidiiar-of reds 


04.27. | [i 
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ſupetnatutal Abilities, highly obſervable and 


meritorious; a Conviction, Which ſeemed to 
refreſh the Spirits of Igſus, wearied out by 
the Perverſity and Obduracy of his on 


Countrymen. He broke out on this Occa- 
ſion in the warm Language of Admiration: 


urih I ſay unte Heu, I have» nat faunid» fo 
great Faith, ' no nos in racl. And I ſay unto 
Ma, and ſhall ſit down with Abraham; Iſaac, 
and Jacob in the Kingdom of | Hegqven: But the 


Children 'of dees ge I tuſt out into 


 oxter Darknsſs. Act dw eee, ee 
To thoſe acquainted with Jewiſh Antigui- 
ties the inveterate Antipathy of this People 
and the Samaritaus is well known. Sufficient 


Proofs indeed of this Enmity may be found 
in the Ggpel Hiſtory itſelfl. Two of the Diſ- 


ciples, James and Jobn, had proſited ſo little 
by the bene volent Precepts, the gentle Diſ- 


poſitions, and the kind Actions of their 
Maſter, as to expreſs an Eagerneſs to call 


— And on another Occaſion, the ſame Diſ- 
ciples were aſtoniſhed, that he ſhould con- 


" Man " 10-13. | 2 4 Luke i ix. 52. 


2 2 77 D 2 verſe 


Conceptioms of his Followers; but ſeizes 
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| verſe wich a Womun of Almeria and A 


Woman herſelf was no leſs Turpriſed : for we 
ere PP 
the Samariluns s. 2 kn 
- Yet in ; Oppetition'ces/ahls hereditary and 
pods. Averſion to * e our 
Saviour not only endeavours by Expoſtula- 


tion, and an expreſs Parable to this Purpoſe, 


to ſoften che Animoſity and enlarge the 


every" Opportunity of placing the © Samdritans 
in the moſt fuvourabie Point of View, by 
a direct Contraſt with his Countrymen. 
Mare there''not ten cleumſe? But where are 


io ive Glory to Gol, ſave this Stranger. 


5 we are informed, was a 8 4 
et, notwithſtanding this Spirit prone | 
— chat pure Flame, which warms 
and animates the genuine PaTrIOT, was not 


benen Sale lick e ne Har: 


aan — 


John iv. g- Ts Luke xvi. „ | 
5 Fe Senſations 
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| Senſations: of Humanity. To ; His Agony of 
Soul, occaſioned by the | melancholy; Proſpect 
 Apoftrophe : O! Jeialan ! Jeruſalem | thou 
that killaſt the Prophets, and floneft- them which 
ars ſant unto. thee'! ho often” would I have 
gaubered thy Children together even as 4 Hen 


gatherath her Chickens under tes Wig; ww 


yo would not} nn 


But the diſintereſted” Majpthinntiy' of " 
Parzror ſhone forth with a ſtill brighter 


Blaze at a Time, when the Senſations of 
Humanity, without incurring any Imputation 


died for the Good of ornExs. 
. mpuiing wih 


0 Jor. Sat. xv. 137: n 
3 SIRE „ nalliſima cords. 
 Hiumano generi dare ſe natura futur, 


| Que lachrymas dedit : baæc noſtri pars e | 8 


| mw 4 5 'Luke xix. 41. Nen | HS Matt. Xxiii. 37. 


Da 9 


been pardonably abſorbed in the Contem- 
plation of it's own Calamities. But Jeſus 
of Nazareth thought and Wen ved and 
His Heart, 


all che Concerns of Man, * and only ceaſing 
it's benevolent: Pulſations with Exiſtence, 
was 7remblinigly alive to the Intereſts of his 
Cuuntey. His own Sufferings, exquiſite as 
they were, whatever Commiſeration they 
might excite in others, could not ſeduce 
his Attention one Moment from a nobler 
Object. Amidſt the Wailings and Lamen- 
tations of the ſurrounding Multitude, the 
Mind of. Jgſus continued unſhaken and ſe- 
rene, vacant to the Operations of every 
a finer Feeling of Benevolence, neglectful of 
itſelf, and wholly engroſſed by the tendereſt 
Solicitude for his Brethren. Worthy indeed 
of fo divine a Character was that pathetic 
Addreſs of this dying Patriot! Daugbrers of 
Jeriſalen! "veep not FOR ME, but weep rox 
YOURSELVES AND rox YOUR” CHiLDREN: Fur 
bebold } the Days are coming, in which they 
ſhall fay, Bleſſed” are the "barren, and the 
Wombs that never vow "and the 3 that 
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NO Trait more „ the Cha- 
racter of Jeſus, or more conſonant to our 


previous Ideas of a Prophet commited | 


by the merciful Parent of tlie Univerſe, than 
the: benevolent; Tendency of his Mirhales. It 


was his Meat and Drink to imitate the 


Example of that God, IR tender Mexcier 
are over. all bis:Works. © os nt ah 
The Alleviation of human Miſery.'i in all 
it's Forms, unconnected with any the leaſt 
Appearance of Intereſt, Vanity, and Ambi⸗ 


tion, was the inväriable End to which all 


2 J a rc Endowments were directed.“ 


he few. and futile Objections, which the 
Fn of Unbelievers has been able to 


_ raiſe in Oppoſition” to this - Remark, is of 


elf” a noble b to chis Part 158 our 


” g 
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0 Nufhubn legimus ne aliquod' 2 C , "I 
tum circa honores, aut pecunias ; fed tantum circa corpus 
humanum, aut conſervandum, aut ſuſtentandum, aut perſa- 
nandum. Bacon de Augm. Scient. L. iv. C. 2. 


ALES Ba Saviour's 


| 


ö —— a 1 


Saviour's Character. The Deſtruction of 
the Herd of Swine may be juſtly regarded as 


2 proper Puniſhment of their Owners for keep- 
ing ſuch Animals in direct Violation of the 


Meſaic Inſtitutes ; and as a ſuitable Act in 
the anointed Servant of the Jehovah of the 
Hebrews, ho came not to deftiroy the Law 
and the Prophets, but 10 fulfil. . 

_ And eren Infidelity herſelf. might bluſh 


at her . noiſy Cavils upon the 'blaſting of a 


BARREN Fig Tree by the Way-Sipe ; nei- 
ther an Invaſion of private Property, nor 


any Injury to the Community at large. But 
the Zyſom, which this Action diftared to 
his Diſciples, and now dictates to us, is. of 
the firſt Importanec ta: every Man alive; 
to the Deiſt as well as the Believer... If the | 


Opportunities, which, God has given us for 


the Purification of our Affections and the 
Improvement of our Virtue, be neglected 


or miſemployed ;— if we be found 3 
in good Works, we muſt expect to be 
withered; like the barren Fig- Tree, vio 


the fiery Blaſt of his 8 when he 
eee 
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A e CHRIST is msec ih Trial 
Paſſages of his Hiſtory recommending bis own 
Example as a proper Model for the Imitation 
of his Diſciples, Self-Commendation # may be. 
the Symptom of a weak and ignoble Mind, 
and in Truth is not unfrequently found in 
more immediate Connection with Incapacity 
and Meanneſs. But, accompanied by certain 
; Circumſtances. and employed for certain Ends, 
it is the genuine Ebullition of a Soul over- 
flowing with, great and generous Sentiments. 
A celebrated Moraliſt of Antiquity has con- 
ſidered i in a diſtinct Eſſay, how a Man, with- 
out the Imputation of 1 mpropriety, may 
| commend himſelf. It will be worth while to 

make an Application of ſome of his Remarks 
to the Conduct of our Saviour, 

A Conſeiouſneſs, of ſuperiour Merit, at- 
tended by an actual Manifeſtation of it, is 
allowed to be one Privilege for Self-Commen- 
dation. And ſurely the Claim, which the 
Moraliſt puts in for Pindar, on Account of 

K | | the 
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the Excellence of his Poetry, the Chriſtian may 
very. pardonably advance in Behalf of the 
multifarious and tranſcendent ne, of Jegſus 
8 
Our Moraliſt grants ale, that a e | 
Character, with no. Deſign of Vanity and 
popular Applauſe, but with a View of i inciting 
reyes to an Emulation of his Exploits, may 
be indulged in proclaiming his own Praiſes. 
Could this candid Judge diſapprove the 
modeſt Exhortation of our Saviour; or rather 
would he not pronounce it to be the un- 
doubted Effuſion of Magnanimity? Learn 
of ME; for. I am MEEK and LOWLY IN HEART. 
and ye ſhall find Reft unto your Souls. There 
can be no Suſpicion {urely of Conceit and 
Pride, when Humility and Meekneſs are the 
higheſt. Merit, which is claimed : a Species 
of Merit, which ſome will not feel any In- 
clination to, diſpute ; ; and which a Greek or 
Roman Hero, and a modern Duelliſt, would 
even think a a Degradation. to the Dignity of 
a Man. Wort nos 
Self Commendation is [ed Alb, when we 
are called upon to anſwer for ourſelves, and 
* the Attack of. an Accuſer. Such 


Bud ADE, 312 N21 
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Occaſions were often preſented to our Lord 


Reaſon might he ſay: I hich of you convinceth 
me of Sin? » Matiy good Works have I. fhewed 
you from my Father : fur which f tbeſe Works 
do ye ſtone me A Such Encomiums of 
c himſelf,” to adopt the Words of our Author, 
«not * keep clear of Arrogance and Self- 

Sufficiency, but hetoken an elevated Spirit 
7 wk an exalted Virtue, that will not ſuffer 
ce itſelf to be trampled on by the Foot of 


C Envy.” And to this Obſervation he ſub- | 
_ Joins a little Piece of Hiſtory very pertinent 


to our preſent Subject, and which, whilſt it 
cannot fail both to entertain and inſtruct the 
Reader, may ſerve to confute that Objection 
of the Phariſees : Thou Ry Record of wack 
9 Retord is not true. -H nom 1% 

„ When the e their General 


« Pelopidas for making an Irruption into the 


« Territories of the Spartans and for reſtoring 
ce the ruined Condition of Maſſene, after the 


« Expiration of his Office; his abject Sub- 


cc miſſion and Entreaties with Difficulty pro- 
« cured his Acquittal. Epaminondas, on the 


* other Hand, who had been his Colleague 


8 * 


John viii. 13. 
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ce ——— magnificent Panegyric of their 

dy" to fuſes death, if chey would declare 

cc aJoud the Reaſons of their Condemnati | 
ce which would have been neither more nor 
« Jeſs than an Enumeration of the great 

« whole Audience was ſtruck 1 Admira- 
ce tjon of his og e dee, 3 
0 e him.” 


R E M A R * xX. 

AN eee eee Eee a . 
fect Inſight into the human * were 
never more deciſively c d than by 
ce following Obſervations both of the ſame 
Tendency. 

Can the Children of the eee 
as tony "as the” Bridegroom is with them ? But the 
Days will come, when ibe Bridegroom | fhall be 
AIRS ee en cee A ü . 

'T eee deen Karg, fte i bur 
V b Pts 


> Matt d.. er, 


Such ſudden Tranſitions are neither con- 
fermable to Experience, not adapted to the 
Production of beneficial and permanent 
Effects. The inſtantaneous Transformation 
of Demea in the Comedy from a parſimonious 
Chur to a gay and liberal and affable Old- 
Fellow, I have ever eſteemed a moſt unna- 
tural Repreſentation of Life and Manners. 
A much truer Picture is preſented to us in 
the Character of Hazae! by the Jewiſh Hiſtory. 
Whilſt the Prophet was enumerating to him 
the ſhocking Inſtances of his future Cruelty, 
he revolted with Horrour from the very Idea 
of ſuch Enormities; and exclaimed: But 
what, is thy Servant @ Dog, that he ſhould do 
this great Thing ?* The Acceſs to the Height 
either of Vice or Virtue muſt be gradual, 
and was never accompliſned by a ſingle 
en The N 'of the Juſt, Tays TER 


i . 2 Kings, vii. 13. 


pes E eee TE 
Auoapballoy ent eee ah. Simonides. - 
See to this kr 2 pleaſant Story -in . 
p. 261, and ſome excellent Obſervations in Spencer d. 
Legg, Heb. 171. 2. a Book, which, as à rational uſeful 
and learned Publication; has ſcen no — Ance the 
Revival of Learning in Europe. | | 


ts 
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i 4 — Light;" that ſoineth moro and 


more unio Ihe per fe Day. 
Purſuant to the Wiſdom of theſe Maxims, 
founded on the immoveable Baſis of Experi- 
ence; our Lord connived at the Prujudices 


of his Diſdiples; and treated their Infirmities 


with Indulgence. He removed every Ob- 


ſtruction with a gentle and patient Hand; 


converted even the moſt minute Oecurrences 
imo 15 any ofefuf Lendnse of Nrefaliey; 
and introduced, with aſſiduous Attention, 
the Truths of his Religion into their Minds 
by dhe moft artful Addreſs and met Wining 
Inſinuation. He knew the dangerous War- 
fare, in which they would be engaged; and 
that Nothing but gradual Diſcipline, and an 


eaſy Tranſition through ſucceſſive Hardſhips, 
could enable them to withſtand the rough 


Encounter of that evil Day, which was ap- 
proaching. And this Conduct, though 


abundantly recommended by it's own intrin- 


| fic 2 5 7 Rye 2 full — — 


41 


Galileans, bY md and inexperienced at 1 


gave full Proof of the Excellence of that 


Preceptor, under whom they had been trained, 
in a. Fortitude and Perſeverance / unſubdued 


by * and . by Death. 
| Such 
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Such conſummate: Prudence; we ſee, was 
contained in that Reply of our bleſſed 
Saviour to the Queſtion of John's Diſeiples #: 
Ny do we and ibe _—— n 
Diſciples faſt nazi as. 
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Iain | E „A R K hi XX. Mane 
20 Denne Das at. bagosst bed: exo We 
THE. Anfors: preg our Lordi returned 
to the Meſſengers of Jobn, is not only highly 
abſerble for the extreme Delicacy of it's 
Reproof, but betrays a Dignity of Cha- 
racter correlporglgnt, to a Arias, Teacher of 
Roligianeb 1 gaifiiuy) A en e 
Jobn the Baptif, ke our Lord's wen 

Diſciples and the Reſt of the Jes Fon 
mn „ WD. to have n {A 
e Mart. ix. 14. 22 5 . | 
2 1 Glow ! in this Remark my. own Interpretation of | 
Joln's Meflage to 7e/us, propoſed ſome years ago in 
my Commentary on St. Matrhtw, which I believe in many 
Reſpects to be entirely new, and which certainly ſets 
this, whole Tranſaction in a very beautiful and conſiſtent 
Light. A late Author, however, has publiſhed a Yolume 
upon this Subject, and delivers the ſame Interpretation 
as his own, I think myſelf much indebted to the Can- 
dour of the 4nahtical Rewiewe?s for doing me Juſtice on 
this Occaſion. Matt. Xi, 2—7. 


very 


Pl 
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very etroneous Notion of the Maſfah's 
Kingdom; ſuppoſing, that he would erect 
2 fempural ' Monarchy in Judea, deliver that 


his victorious Empire to the Extremities of 


the Earth. He had been confined in Priſon 
for ſome Time by the Command of Herod, 
where the Reputation of our Saviour's mighty 
Works had reached him, and excited no 
little Aſtoniſhment, chat ſuch a Perſonage, 
exhibiting” ſuch undeniable Teſtimonials of 

a heavenly Commiſſion, ſhould fuffer his 


Forerunner to languiſh and die in Captivity. 


Full of cheſe Ideas, he ſends two of his 
Diſciples to Jeſus, ſignifying his entire Per- 
ſuafion, that he was the 'Chryf promiſed by 
the Prophecies to their Fathers; and that 
all their Expectations on this Head were 
accompliſhed in his Perſon. Thou ore be 


wwho was to come: Can we expett another? 


Our Lord immediately perceived he 


whole Tendency of this Meſſage, and 


gave à Reply, than which I think Nothing 


e eee e rea, 


Concerved.” 
He W181 in their Preſence ry Vi. | 
riety of diſcaſed People, who had been 
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brought to him for that Purpoſe 3 and to 
many that were blind he gave Sight.* . 
ſufficient Proof this of the benevolent 3 
falutary: Nature of his Commiſſion : that 
he was not come like a military Con- 
queror, to defiroy Men's Lives, but to /a 
them! Go, ſays he, and ſhew Jobn 2. 
thoſe ' Things," dbich ye bear and ſee. 

Blind receive their Sight, and the Lame W 
the Lepers are cleanſad, and the: Deaf bear; 


the Dead are raiſed up, and the Poor baue 5 


tbe Gofpel preacbed to them. Aud Baſed is 
be, whoſoever- "ſpall not be offended in mo. 


The latter Parts of this Reply are wor- 
thy of particular Attention: De Poor have 


the Gojpel preached to hm. The lower 
& Orders of Mankind, who are treated with 


«ſo. much Contempt —ibe profant Vulgur— 


« the curſed Phoplet —are the immediate Ob- 
« jects of my- "Regard and Favour. am 


ndt come to trample on the human Race; 15 


« hut to relieve © and comfort, and exalt 
« theſe Children of a common Father — 
ee theſe Sons of Poverty and Diſtreſs, whom 


. N not 1 to or * daf 


lake w. 180 5 00 x SY ad. 
NOW 1 Heb. ii. 12. 


E N 5 


dnl Hſe is ey cor gelen, du 
in me. Happy is the Man, who ſhall 


& be convinced of his erroneous Preconcep- 


« tions of the Meſſiab,. and not be ſeandalized 
ce at the-Lowlineſs of my Office.” 


This Idea of the whole Tranſaction "0 


niſhes too a moſt obvious - and , fatisfactory 
Interpretation of that extraordinary Aſſertion 
of our Lord to his Diſciples, aſter 9 


gas he Mido d am ea A - 


FHerily: 1 fey: unto. you, LN at wa 


Oe, i bebe eee 


than Jobn "the Bapiiſ +. nativithſtanding be, 
greater iban he. Heinen 181501 EIS] 7 XII 


runner may be, and however eminent his 
Character, the leaſt Diſciple, of m be- 
« deny Kingdom, which be fancies would 
<. reſemble che Kingdoms of this. Warld-—the 


? « « meaneſt. among you all, who entertains juſt 


« Sentiments of ny Deſignation: and the 
4 4 Goſpel, which I preach, is greater than he. 
Me da not form our Concluſion upon the 
8 Strength of ane or /wo Deductions: but ſo 
many repeated Proofs of ſuperiour Wiſdom 


e 


and Diguity of Mind, in one Character, com- 


poſe 
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poſe an irreſiſtible Foree of Argument, and 
extort from us the Declaration of the Roman 
Solcher : : W 1 Werne Was 4 e or 
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"THERE is is one i more in che 
Conduct of « our Saviour, to me more beau- 
tiful and. affecting than I am able to expreſs ; 
upon which indeed, ſuch is my O pinion of 
it's inimitable . Excellence !. I would. even 
venture to. reſt the whole Weight of the 
Chriſtian F abric, if I might appeal for Judge- 
ment, not to the pbilgephical l Theoriſt, the 
Jag: Pedant, ; 1 r Scoffer; but 


— Heart that anſwers 8 the Call of Na- 
ture— to Purity of Taſte, and Delicacy of 
| Feeling. e ; 
When our Lord,.. at his laſt Pn * 
ference: with the Apoſtles previous to his 
ehenſion and Crucifixion, expreſsly de- 
clared, that they would all forſake him 
that very Night, and be ſcattered abroad like 
Sheep, which had loſt their Shepherd ; Peter 
was offended with ſuch an Impeachment of 
70710 „ his 
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his Fidelity and Reſolution. Tbougb they 
ALL forſake thee, he 1 with 8 
yet wil! J never forſake thee. | 

We know the Event of theſe boaſtful 
It correſponded exactly to the 
Prediction. This faithful Adherent, this in- 
trepid Champion of his Maſter, not only 
forſook him in the Hour of Danger, but 
diſavowed three ſeveral Ti imes, with the 
moſt ſolemn Proteſtations, all Connection 


elt. 


After ou ir Saviour's Refurredtion fin the 


Grave, he 1 to His Diſciples" at the 


Sea of 77 ier 1a, as they were fiſhing. They 
appear to have been ſenſible, that it Was 
their Maſter; but their Aſtonimtnent at ſo 
extraordinary an Interview ſeems to have 


got the better of their Tnquifttiveneſs ; and 
none of them ventured to ſay, Who art thou'? 


For it muſt be remembered, that, not- 
wichſtanding his repeated and poſitive Pre- 
ditions "to this Purpoſe; the Diſciple es Rad 
yet in their own Minds 0 decided Cpu 1ction 
of his Reſurrection from the Grave. He 


dined with chem upon Jorne” F 11 "which 


4 1 * 
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they had juſt taken; and after Dinner, as 
they were all placed around him, abſorbed 


in Admiration and reſpectful Silence, this 


benevolent and forgiving Maſter turns to 
Peter, and with Accents of ineffahle Com- 
placency and an unexampled Delicacy of 


Reproof, — Simon ! Son of Jona, ſays he, 
love rnou me mort tban ruxsg? pointing 
to che Reſt of the _Paſciples. '* Thou didſt 
«indeed profeſs. a Determination to continue 


es whatever might become of 


«them... What doſt thou ſay nom Are 
then thy Fidelity and * Love ee 


cr to mn e OR 
Can the e of: Man conceive 


any thing more delightful and affecting than 
this? What nobler Demonſtration could be 
given of a ſwect, compaſſionate, and for- 


giving Temper? Could the Saviour of 
Mankind be repreſented, by any Contrivance 
of Ingenuity in a more amiable Point of 
View ? It were impoſſible.— 

We may figure to. ourſelves the Contition 
of. the whole, Company on this Occaſion, 
and. the, peculiar Perturbation and Shame of 
Peter. . . He ſummoned, however, Preſence 
of Mind ſufficient for a Reply : Yea, Lord! 
thou knoweſt that I love thee. 


33 Now 


* 
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Now, at this Period of the Tranſaction, 
Operation of human Feelings, whether, if 
he were placed in the ſame Circumſtances 

attended with ſome ſelſiſb Symptoms, ſome 
Expreſſion of Reſentment, ſome; Severity of 
Reproof. But the Heart of Jeſus was refined 
from the Drofs of all ſordid and ignoble- 
_ Paſſions; - He ſaiib unto bim Feed my 
&« Lambs. I require no Sacrifice to appeaſe 
ce my Vanity, no public Acknowledgement of 
« thy Fault, no abje# ' Submiſſion, at thy 
te future Services in Return for thy former 
« Infidelity. Shew thy Love in being a 
e e ee of my Flock. If chou 

ce couldſt forixke their e ee e 
& them"! GE 


Ions eee a 1 
ſelf nor the other Apoſtles apprehended the 
full Force of their Maſter's Expoſtulation. 
He therefore thrice repeats the Queſtion, 
| Simon ! Son of Jonas, og” thaw. me more 


{by than 


: 
? 
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than theſe ?., alluding, with exquiſite; Addreſs, 14 
produced the Effect, which, it were natural 
to expect. Peter at leaſt appears to have 
felt the full Force of this dklicate Appeat. EE | 
He was . grieved. at the ' third, Repetition of Ol 
bay e and was deſirous of putting 4 
!, he, replies, ban ee, a Things 2 4 
—_ knoweh that. I lou tber. ; RA 
To ſum up the Whole Wels for „ 
Words. In the preceding Nemunts I have e 
touched on om ſtriking Citcumſtances of | 
our Savieur's Character, which appeared to | 
me peculiarly worthy of Admiration ae e 
the ſhort Volumes of his Hiſtory will furniſn 
many more Proofs of Wiſdom and 1 Virtue, 
which the whole Annals of our Species 
would endeavour. to parallel in vain; -; Every 
Individual muſt be left to his own. Determi- 
nation in this Caſe, and will feel Impreſſions 
peculiar to himſelf ; Impreſſions unavoidably 
regulated, by. A thouſand, varying Circumſtan- 


ces of natural Conſtitution, Education and ; 
Modes of Life : but let him be careful to 
d als true Verdict of his Conſejence. 
e ] 
| 
| | 
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72 
For my Pert 1 declare in the moſt ſerious, 
and hearty, and unreſerved Manner, that I per- 
ceive in the Goſpel more unequivocal Marks 

of Authenticity, than in any Hiſtory what- 

ſoevet, whether of ancient or modern Times: 


that the ve 
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x Idea of their being a Forgery 
of ſome Impoſtor conſtitutes a Problem of 
far more difficult Solution than the Propo- 
ſition, which it is intended to overthrow: — 


that the Evangeliſts have conſequently given 


us a faithful Relation of the Life and Actions 
of Jeſus Obrist —and- aar, that. NEVER | 
Man an zun THAT: A: N far 
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1.9 HERE are ſome TT Circum- 


ſtances in the Character of St. Peter, ſo 
entirely conformable | to human N Ne, as 


F ©, 4.4 


very conſiderable Hei 52 of fnigectability, 
and are an able Advocate for oy Genuineneſs 


of the Goſpels. Kits 


This Apoſtle put in Practice on every 
Occaſion the Advice, which Peleus gave to 
1 „„ 


EXCELLENCE OH CHRISTIANITY. 7 ; ö 
ib Son Achilles, when he diſmiſſed him to 
_ Trojan War.“ 


A brave Pre-eminence above thy Pers | 
Be thy Ambition. ge 


| When Jeſus was 1 on the Sea, | 

| Peter alone had the- Reſolution to quit the 
Veſſel, and truſt himſelf to the Surface of 
the Waters. T He had the Honour of giving 
the only true Anſwer to that Queſtion of  . 
our Lord, Whom ſay ye that I am Thou” 

art the Chriſt, fays our Apoſtle, - the Son of the 

living God. E. undertook to reprove his 

Maſter, when the Reſt were ſilent, for talk- 
ing of his Sufferings and Death. I—# alone 
ventured to deliver his 0 pinion upon that 
Occaſion of che 7. ransfiguration on the Mount. 5 
The Jews themſelves appear to have con- 

ſidered him as the moſt active and forward 
of the Diſciples. The Collectors of the 
Money for the Temple apply to bim for 

our Lord's Contribution, and he. reports 
their Inquiry to tis Maſter. f- — His * * 


: 


n 
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Ad Il. A. 782. | 
Alen aßicleue, uai LMERINOY eltlteva a. 
+. Matt. xiv. 28. 1 Matt;;xvi. 15, 16. 
1} Verf. 2. $ Matt. xvi. 4. 
| | Matt. xvii. 24, 25. 
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firive Temper diſtinguiſhes itſelf on other 
Occaſions of leſs Moment.“ And, when 
Jeſus was apprehended, he gave good Proof 

of a ſeeming Reſolution to defend his Maſter, 
and to fulfil his Promiſe of adhering to him, 
though all his other Diſciples ſhould prove 
faithlefs : for Jobn informs us, that Simon 
Peter drew bis Sword, and ſmote a Servant 
of the High-Pricft, and cut off his right Zar. 

' Yes ; moſt Men will be apt to ſay, “ ſuch | 
« a Character as this, who made ſuch liberal 
« Profeſſions of Love and Service, and more- 
4 oyer ſeemed to entertain truer Notions of 

e his 'Mafter's . Perſon and Office than the 
« other Diſciples, might naturally have deſerv- 
* ed more Dependence to be placed upon him 

«in a Time of Danger, than thoſe, who 
« by their Silence had declared themſelves 
to be poſſeſſed of leſs Forwardnefs and 
« Refolution : eſpecially too after the pub- | 
« tc and unreferved Avowal of his Je 


% 


« mien to be, like another Abdel, 
F 
| Among the Faithleſs, JAY only ly be.” 
„ EE IR 21. 
xix. 27. * 6. See alſo Luke v. 8. a 


ul xviũ. 10. 1 
oh £ FIR es : In 
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Is this Manner I ſay met Men would 
probably be diſpoſed to reaſon on this Caſe: 
and if a Galilean" Fiſherman, unpractiſed in 
the Study of human Manners, had deviſed 
this | Hiſtory, I do not doubt but Peter's 
Conduct would have been kept uniform; 
correſpondent to the former Delineation of 
his Character and the Boldneſs of his Pre- 
tenſions. But the Picture, now preſented 
to us, exhibits a genuine Repreſentation” of 
real Life, and is indeed fo perfect in it's 
Reſemblance, that the Deſigner of it muſt 
have had an Original | before him, If not, 
let our Advexſaries give ſome reaſonable 
Account of that ingenious Imitator, who 
furveyed only the Tranſcript of Life *_— 
Manners in his own Boſorn. 
We are told by a Sesgend of Eminence 
in his Profeſſion, that it was judged neceſſary 
to amputate the Arm of two Boys in the 
Hoſpital, of the ſame Age and fimilar 
Conſtitutions. One conſented at once to the 
Operation without betraying any Symptoms 
of Timidity, when the Opinion of the 
Surgeon was declared to him on the pre- 
ceding Night. The other was with much 
l brought to e and ſhewed 
Signs 
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Signs of the utmoſt Horrour and Dejection 


at the approaching Cataſtrophe. What was 
the Event? The Boy of ſo much Readineſs 


and Spitit, ſunk into Timidity ; - and en- 
dured the Operation with no Degree of 


Firmneſs: the other ſupported e 


Trial with a true manly Reſolution The 


Relator obſerves, that he had been Witneſs | 


to a ſimilar ſue in numerous Inſtances: of 
this Nature. $4 = F279 AN 3B 921 & 2 ig £537 


This Account gives me an Opportunity of 


bein out a ſimilar Mark of Authenticity, 


from 'a Conformity. . A wine Hu, 


tory of our Saviou. 

His Agony of ay on 3 nearer oa 
: nds of his Crucifixion could not be ex- 
ceeded. The eloquent Phyſician has ex- 


hauſted the. Powers of Language in his 
Deſcription of it. But the Heroiſm, with 


| which the Saviour of. the World, notwith- 


ſtanding this previous Dejection of Soul, ; 
- ſupported the exquiſite Tortures of the Croſs, 
reflects Honour upon Humanity, and fur- 
niſhes the nobleſt Example of Fortitude and 


Magnanimity, that has been exhibited ſince 


the Foundation of the World. The Conduct 


en of his Life re- 
flects 


of n at the Con 


* 3 EY . 
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gects the higheſt. Honour on that admirable | 


Man: but not to inſiſt on other Circum- 
ſtances of Superiority on the Part of Jeſus, 


4 Draught of Hemlact, and the Anguiſm o 


Suſpenſion by the Hands and Feet, perforated 
with Nails, will admit of Compariſon. The 
| Athenian was indeed in every Reſpect truly 
great; but we do no Injury to Truth and 
him, when we aſſert, that nnn 
| be e he. noh! lars do ekt! r Hie 


0 a ot 4 * a 
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THE Planet, in which the Wu 
with all "Simplicity and Freedom,” mention 


their own Falling, and in Which " Matthew 


! -Ft41 


and Joby make no Exception of themſelves 
from the Number of thoſe, whom their 
Maſter” reptoves for their Faithleſsneſs and 
Stupidity, muſt" be allowed by every e candid 
Perſon to carry w. With it a Fares, Air of 
Impartiality and Veracity.“ Indeed” this 
Acknowledgement of 1nfirmity and Error 
is 1 158 0 Re : vo ene 


1 1 
* 
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hardly be expected from Men of mean Ac- 
quirements and low Birth without ſome power- 
ful extraneous Principle; ſuch a Principle 
for Inſtance, as Cbriſtianity, which is level 
eee e e eee eee eee. 1 
it's ennobling Influence alike on the 609 
and loweſt Orders of Sociery ts nn tn 
I have always been greatly deligtlted'with 
Aa « Paſſage in Celſus, which falls gen : 
with the Train of theſe Ideas. Hippe | 
ſays he,“ “ has informed us, that he once 
| * miſtook, the Sutures of the Skull for a 
Fracture: after the Manner of a great 
« Genius, _ conſcious of his extraordinary 
ec Accompliſhments. | For the Qualifications - 
« of little Minds are but a ſmall. Amount, 
« and will admit of no Deduction. Indeed 
he the ſimple Confeſſion of actual N iſtakes 
20 8 is peculiarly becoming ſuch accompliſhed 
& Characters, who may eaſily. ſpare g little 
« from their copious; Stores: and elpecially 
« a Confeſſion upon thoſe "__ ee may 
s beneficial to e e - 
J dl ole Te 877 . ; 
'® Cell Lak: VIII, C. 4. And . ee ee 
is due to our Countryman eee re 
„ ee ee mo: 


ie 


EXCELLENCE) or HAI 


hs ” 5 13 20 % Fr * tg. + < A ths —_ pas .F * * 5 2 2 * 4 o PR =] A * 2 1 "Ty £% « 1 
1 e , e y bs Boots inns bhi. Satan's 
* 1 * * , 


2. 


eek ye _— 1 1 


bY n 1 N 
k * 7 4 
Fe by * 21 * 10 4 73 *# * 8 * aer 


5 % 
71 11 F 244 


aha » Naher, in Sich Ur TY 
 rians have related the Death of Yudas, appears 
to me fo ſingular, that I am perſuaded no 
two Writers could have given ſuch apparently 
" differing Accounts of the fame Tranfaction, 
| who Rad not the Reality under Contempla- 
tion at the Time, and, ſceing no Difficulty 
or Obſcurity themſelves, could have no Suſ- 
picion of creating them to others dy any 
Peculiatity 'of Language. My Argument 
2 upon this Topic carries with it, I'muſt con- 


fes, irreſiſtible Conviction to my Mind; f 


and 1 ſhall rejoice, if I fo conduct it as to 
communicate | an equaF” cher to the 
Reader i 15 e e | 
e my Obocläbbn lit Favour! of the 
” Avihaldeny of the Goſpels from the Accounts 
of the Death of Judas is gs "Rp theſe 
two Suppoſitions 
1. That, whether the ine Hiſtorian 50 the 
tuo, Matthew and Luke, had ſeen or not the 
Hiſtory: of his Predeceſſor, the Circumſtances 
of the” Hons * Death were perfectly 


known 


. 
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known to them both : though the Probability 
certainly is, that Late from his Connection 
with Paul and the leading Men in the Church, 
and indeed from the cloſe Union of all it' "i 
Members at that early Period, ; muſt, have 
been acquainted with the Goſpel of. St. 
Matthew 5 whom 1 ſhould. jud ige for 

Reaſons to be the earlier vriter . 

2. That the immediate Cauſe of the 1 — 

of Judas was , a Dyſentery, brought on by 


orrow, and Fee ce of Spi- 
* 111 Wi M4 {F637} e 51 Yo Ai N W 
As to the 5 Poſition, it is not poſſible 
to imagine, chat the laſt Cireumſtance of 
the Life, of Judas, who. had ated. ſuch an 
extraordinary P art, could. haye been unknown 
to aka! of the firſt Diſciples: A Circumſtances. 
too, fo extraordinary. i in themſelves, muſt 
ho been the ſubject of frequent Converſation 
and Igquiry, in the Church. Indeed St. 
Peter or rather St. Lake, has expreſsly. told 
ie Death of Judas was a W 15 


. 4 


4 


21 ann a advocate bor an early ak, ; 
duntenanced by many and high Pro- 

babilicies ee eee, . 
fis has not A ſingle Neb, gays Ros dg 
| public 9 
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public Notoriety to all the Dau at MN 


ruſalem.* 
My ſecond Politoii: 1 an- aye able. to 
eſtabliſh upon very folid Ground; and I 


thereby bring the ſacred Writers to a perfect 8 
Cunſiſtency of Narrative, This is a very im- 


portant Point: for no Ingenuity of Man 


can bring the two Accounts of this Tranſ- 
action to a Reconciliation upon any other 
Suppoſition; and I cannot but think, that 


a ſtrong Suſpicion would lie againſt their 
Credibility in general, if they could be proved 


to have given contraditdtory Accounts 9 13 


remarkable and notorious a Fact. 


Nartbew tells us, har e Ee t the 


a in the Temple, and went and HANGED 


HIMSELF, ſays our Tranſlation: but I ſay; 
And went and DitD wiTH ANGUISH': a 


anal, ſays the Original. 7 This Word is 

only once uſed by the Greek Tranſlators in 

the canonical Books of the Old- Teſtament, 

and then in the Account of Abitbopbel 8 

Death; + who is ſuppoſed to have put a 
period to his Exiſtence in the ſame Way 

with exten he,, Aue To n 
1 A bn $2 K 2 55 . 

wy Acts i 4 19. ONE + W ir 5. 


7 Sam. xvii. 23. 
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upon that Occaſion is pa, which is alſo 


lowed the uſual Acceptation of the Paſſa ge. 5 
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adopted by all the other oriental Verſions, 
to which I have Acceſs, both here and in 
St. Matthew, except by the Coptic and 
Perfic ; who ſeem, however, to have fol- 


Some of che Rahbins interpret that Word of 


choaking with Sorrow, and attribute the Death 
of Abithophel to the gradual" Effects of Di- 
appointment and Vexation. And this Inter- 


pretation is rendered extremely probable by 
conſidering that a is the Word uſed in a 
great Variety of Paſſages for banging,” and 
that p27 is never once clearly employed in 


this Senſe. I make no Account of a Paſſage 


in Job, where the Reading, I think, is not 


genuine, and if it be, our Rs Tranſla- 


tion is improper. Are lc 
It is obſervable, 3 . Aab 3 


Saul's Diſtemper, which was certainly 0 


4 N 


(TY DSL» DS; re * . 
Critica, a Miſcellany of dd and critical Remarks 
on the Scriptures and profane Writers now printing by the 


Spirit e n popes. : employ- ö 


|  Fayourof the Univerſity at the Cambridge Preſs. | 
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ing a Word exactly equivalent to that in 
St. Matthew. And Joſepbut ſays, that cer- 
tain Affectious and Demons invaded Saul, 
bringing upon him SUFFOCATIONS and STRANG- 
Nds.“ And my Senſe of the Word pam is 
_ corroborated by the 7. argums of Jonathan 
and Jeruſalem on Gen. xxii. 20, which ſay, 
that when Sarah was told of Abrabam's In- 
tention to ſacrifice Jaac, ſhe was SUFFOCA- 
TED, AND. DIED. WITH: Axxikrv. 
It is evident from theſe * chat 
St. Matthew's Expreſſion will not only bear the 
Tranſlation, which J propoſe, but, conſidering 
that he was a Jew, rather requires it. 8 
As to St. Luke's Relation of this Matter, it 
is a juſt and claſſical Deſcription of a Man 
exhauſted and periſhing: by the Violence of a 
Dyſentery.. This is a proper T ranflation of it. 
Hie fell flat upon his Face, and made a 
Bk N in the . and 155 bis 25 


3:67 una dts A —. 
mn, ̃ Ä IP Ant. vi. 8. 2. 
t NP23N-1-DIVDY NPINWR). See Diod. Sic. Iv. 
34: Athen. Deip. v1. . ix. 13. ee 
might be referred to, if neceſſary. _ | ES: 


4 Ads i. 18. | | 
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The now; yoourr®- of our Evangeliſt may 
be well illuſtrated by this Tg of Euripides, 
8828 141. | 


Fro ds mp on an Yap. 
= Not unlike this is — 5E aulss mpeg. Sap. Gel. w. 19. 


The Phraſe —eame: wo@® is admirably 
_ vindicated by a Gloſs of Hefjchins, which I 
long ago corrected from this Expreſſion of 
St. Luke : Meoopzghum, MEZOAAKEIN. — To 
the ſame "Dpos this of Plautus Cure. 
"OE ip 

\ Nihil metuo, niſi ne medius aeg mjer + a 
and that of Virgil? 


3 | RUMPANTUR ut 1LIA cal, 


* many 600 of the ſame Kind, derived 
from the Greeks. So Ariftophanes, Ran. 9355. 5 


Not; puro©- Jiapparymas. Heme | 
And that the Woids= note Fo BY LUO 


Da ae — ſuitably deſcribe the Effects of a 


| Dyſentery, the learned Reader may be con- 

vinced by conſulting wy . on be 
Veſp. 64. > 

It ſeems pretty clear, e 2 died . 
this Diſtemper. In 2 Chron. xxi. 18, T9: 

the following Account i is given F 

Jehovah 
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Febovab ſmote bim in his Bowels with an 
zncurable Diſegſe; and his BOWELS CAME wy" 
and he died of grievous Evacuations. ; 
Tay efleguy expoeitor, ſays Foſephus in his Rela 
tion of this Malady. Ant, ax. 5. 2. | 
Dr. Mead's.. ＋ e is vor N 
and ſatisfactory. 0 | 
Non alius, ut mibs 9 ai hie norbus, 
* gravis dyſenteria. In bac- enim inteſtina 
erulcerantur; — nonnunquam etiùm carngſa quæ- 
dam ramenta ſimul deſcendunt, ita ut ipſa inteſ- 
tina ejict videantur. The laſt Particular 1 
have known 8 to take Place in this 2 
Diſorder. | 
Wet Account: given vip Fo der of the 
Death: of e is very much to our 
Putpoſe ett 
| Remorſe for his. Crime Jing a Diftemper 
' upon. Ariſtobulus, and, his Mind continually 
dwelling upon the Murder, he waſted away, 
and diſcharged much Blood, as mis Bowis 
WERE TORN BY EXCESSIVE SORROW. * | 
Another Paſſage of the ſame Author is 
too pertinent and ſtriking to be omitted: 


* Toy S ]·αοο vn” axpals Tg, Xing oTapeIouevay 
abpey aa avatar. Bell. Jud. 1, 3. 6. Compare 


Ani. . . 
3 intended, 
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. intended, no doubt, for a Deſcription of the 
> ſame Diſorder ; which the preceding Circum- 
ſtances of the Perſon's Hiftory might” lead 
us to attribute alſo to the 8 22 N of 

Sorrow and Vexalion. 

Eenodorus, HIS Si BURSTING * a 
large Effuſion of Blood om INS. dies ot 
Antioch in Syria.* 

My two Propoſitions have now „ben ſta- 
bliſhed, 1 es. #'wery' fight Degrdu | 
Probability. My Inference from theſe Pre- 
miſes is obvious and ſimple.— I do maintain, 
that no #wo Perſons in their Senſes, Who 
had ſet themſelves to fabricate a fchitious 
Hiſtory, could poſſibly have given ja ſuch 

Accounts of the fame Tranſaction. Ever on 
their Guard to avoid a Suſpicion of Colluſion 
and Impoſture, they would have brought 
their Relations to a greater Appearance of 
Agreement and Conſiſtency; nor have truſted 

to the Ingenuity and Uncertainty of Criti- 
ciſm for future Vindication. There could 
not have been given, in my Judgement, 
more deciſive Evidence of an artleſs unſuſ- 

pecting Integrity, relating a real 7 ranſaction 
within the Compais of their 0701, ae | 
* Paye®- au Te mene, c mos r 
au Ant. xv. 10. 3. 4 "Such 
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such a Degree of Obſcurity and ſo much 
Appearance of Ineonſiſtency is highly pleaſing. 
Every Man's Experience will inform him, 
how apt we afe to omit in a. Relation little 
Circumſtances, very eſſential to give another 
a elear Inſight into the Fact, which aur 
perſect Knowledge of it leads ws to diſre- 
| gard: not reflecting, that an entire Stranger 
to it cannot poſſibly poſſeſs the ſame” Train 
of Ideas, that ocular Obſervation” has im- 
prefled on our own Minds. No Error more 
natural; none more common both in Books 
and in common Life. Bur 1 will Kathy che 
Reader i 0 "OO own W 7 


REMARK. XXV. 


| 1 RO M the b 3 po 
Phraſeology of St. John's Goſpel a critical 

1 Obſerver may deduce no inconſiderable Ar- 

3 gument in Behalf of the Chriſtian Revelation. 

? It is well known, that Joby was the 
| Diſciple, on whom our Lord repoſed a 
greater Confidence, and whom he regarded 
with Sentiments of peculiar F riendſhip and 

Affection. When Jeſus had declared, that 


one of the Apoſtles then at Table with 
F 4 7 | him 


— ES 


him would be his Betrayer, we are told, 
that Simon Peter beckoned to Jobn, who was 


f 
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leaning on Jgſus Boſom, to aſk him of whom 
he ſpake: a Queſtion, which intimates no 


leſs than Jobn's Situation at the Table, a 


more intimate Familiarity. Our Lord's Re- 


commendation of Mary to his Protection, 


and the Manner of that Recommendation, 
is a further Proof, independent of the Apoſ- 
tle's own expreſs Teſtimony to the ſame 


Effect, of mutual Eſteem and Love. And 
this reciprocal Attachment argues a e . 


Temper and a ſimilar Form of Mind. 

Add to this, that Fohy was called to be 
an Apoſtle in an early Period of our Lord's 
Miniſtry: a longer Time, therefore, of At- 


tendance on the public Life of Jeſus, as 
well as more frequent Opportunities in pri- 


vate, would unavoidably operate in pro- 


ducing a more exact Reſemblance of Cha- 


racter between them. 3 1 
Now what is the natural, and dee 


| neceſſary, Concluſion | from theſe Conſider- 


ations? Truly, that the Goſpel of this 
beloved Diſciple muſt contain, in all Proba- | 


bility, 2 a more true and lively pos proven 


* See John xiii. 23, 24. . an... 1 
; | BY of 
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of the Life and Converſation of his Maſter. 
If fo, and Jeſus Chriſt be that Word and 
Wiſdom of ; God; which the Evangeliſts 
declare him to have been, St. John's Goſpel 
will contain more and clearer Marks of 
Authenticity, — will wear a Complexion emi- 
nently characteriſtic of it's original, — and 
will betray an intrinſic Uſefulneſs and Excel- 
lence, above the Reſt. _ 
And ſuch, I am perfectly perſuaded, is 
the Fact. This Poſition, however, admits 
of no Reference but to the private Judgement 
of the unprej judiced and competent Examiner. 
Yet I muſt be permitted to declare my 
| Opinion, that St. Fobn's Goſpel i is the leaft 
underſtood of all the four : and that a more 
cloſe and critical Peruſal of it will gradually 
diſcloſe it's Excellencies with increaſing | 
Luſtre, and give perpetual Corroboration 
and Clearneſs to the Argument advanced i in 
this Remark. c Tiuz, ſays an illuſtrious 
Ancient, and oth the F ictions of Opi- 
nion, and eſtabliſhes the Deciſions of Truth 
Ls and 5 ature,” 5 
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T HE many little Incidents W ee 
through the Goſpels, ſo conſonant to real 
Action and the acknowledged Operations of 
the Mind, ſuch an artleſs Mention of Cir- 

_ cumſtances ſeemingly trivial, but found of 
the higheſt Moment ;— not only remove every 
Suſpicion of Forgery from illiterate Tax- 
Gatherers and Fi ſhermen, but ſeem the legi- 
timate Extraction of Integrity and Truth. 

I will ſelect a few Particulars out of many to 
illuſtrate and confirm this Obſer vation. 
1. What can be more natural in every | 
Reſpect than the following Relation, i 

more faithful Deſcription of that mean Jea- | 

| louſy and Eagerneſs to depreciate TT 
Merit, fo obſervable in the World. | 

Aud, when be was come into his own ; Coun- 
try, be taught them in their Synagogue, inſo- 
nuch that they were . aſtoniſhed, and ſaid : 


Whence hath this Man this Wiſdom and theſe © 


mighty W, orks £ 4 not this the Copper” s 
Son ?* 


* Matt. = 54—58. 3 
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I cannot forbear quoting on this Occaſion 
an Epitaph on the Poet Æſchylus, as the 
Tenour of it falls in ſo as. wier the | 
Subject of this Remark. e | 


This Ti 155 e ene E 1 | 
Far from his native Soil,  repofing here ; .; 
Hard by Sicilian Gela's limpid Stream. 
VM awilt thou thus, incvidious Athens , why 


r e _ 1 Sons * Ul 


T's No Study and NPR N in | 
given us ſuch a lively Repreſentation of the 
Suſpicion and Uneaſineſs of conſcious Guilt in the 
moſt elaborate Picture, as this ſingle Stroke 
ol a plain unaffected Copier from Nature: 

At that Time Herod the Tetrarch heard of 
the Fame of Jeſus, and ſaid unto his Servants : 


Tris is Joan Tas; ROPER u. HE 18 RISEN 
FROM THE DEAD. F T 


The deliberate ag 3 Murder | 
of a righteous Man, whom he loved and 


IT to 1 a malicious Woman 


7 


* Soni ee, 
Toy weyay, overs ru amo Kenporing, 
| Aura Tea; Emo was dale. rig e al 
Onoudas cyabo eu- auy e; 
1 Matt. xiv. 1-3. Mark vi. 20. 
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and his drunken Nobles, filled his Mind with 
perpetual Alarm. Wherever he went, the 
| Phantom till purſued him with unrelenting 
Aſſiduity: no Incident ſo immaterial, no 
Event ſo extraordinary, with which his 
Imagination did not aſſociate the frightful 
Object. The eſtabliſhed Laws of Nature, 
he thought, might eafily be ſuperſeded for 
one End at leaſt, the Diſturbance of his 
Repoſe :—IT 1s Johx THE ener; —HE Is 


RISEN FROM THE DEAD. . | 
The copious Deſcription a the <ublime | 


Satiriſt, noble as it is, does not furniſh a 
more lively Idea of the Horrors of . N 
than this Ejaculation of the Jeiſb King.“ 

3. Numerous Particulars, devoid of all 
Art and Oſtentation, ſeem to indicate per- 
ſonal Appearance and ocular Teftimony. This 
gives alſo great Confirmation to Mark's 
Goſpel, and to the Teſtimony of the Ancients, 
that he was aſliſted by St. Peter.. 

Matthew ſays in general, that the Dikei:- 
ples had forgot to tate Bread with tbem 
Mark tells us, that 1 "we 4 n Loaf. t 


F 


ne ® 6. XIII. 210—236, 


+ Matt xvi. 5. t Mark vi. 14 
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4. When our Evangeliſt informs us, that 
the Woman ſhook together the Alabaſter Box 
of Ointment before ſhe poured it on the Head 
of Feſus,* he not only uſes the Expreſſion of 
an Eye-Witneſs, but of one, who was ac- 
quainted with theſe mixed Perfumes, and muſt 
therefore have written, when ſuch Boxes and 
ſuch Ointments were in Uſe. Tf 
5. It was Night at the Time bs: our 
Lord's Examination before the High-Prieft ; 
and therefore an Objection might ariſe with 
ſome to the Account given of Peter's Con- 
duct, who followed. at a Diftance, F and could 
not eaſily be diſtinguiſhed in the Dark. But 
we are informed, that there was a Fire in 
the Hall of the High-Prieſt, and that 
Peter fat and warmed himſelf there. Hence 
it is, that] the Maid-Servant is faid to 
LOOK UPON HIM, before ſhe ſpeaks : plainly 
intimating, that ſhe was examining by the 


n ‚ f; $. 4 - HOT 


+ I forbear to tranſcribe, what I have bla! endea- 
voured* to confirm by various Paſſages from ancient 
Authors; and therefore ſhall refer for the Sake of 
Brevity to ſome Obſervations on this Text in the 7. 
logical Repoſitory, and my Silva Critica, mentioned above. 

1 Mark »iv, 54. Ver. 67. | 
5 — . Light © 
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_ Light of the Fire, whether it my was Pater, 
or not. 
Many other winks bade e of ER 
7 timony might be produced _ the other 
DRC.” - 
6. This artleſs Relation of St. —w_ amounts 
of itſelf to an ample Confutation of that idle 
Calumny, that the Diſciples came by Night 
and ſtole the Body of our Lord. * © 
Then cometh Simon Peter following bim, and 
went into the Sepulchre, and ſeeth the Linen 
Cloaths lie, and ibe Napkin, that was about 
bis Head, not lying with the Linen  Cloaths, 
but wrapped together in à Place by itſelf. 1 
Are theſe Appearances of Compoſure and 


Regularity at all fuitable with the HuUxRY 


and TREPIDATIOW of Tams, when an 
armed Guard too is at Hand, ſtealing by 
Nionr? — The Hiſtorian does not dell : 


upon the Circumſtance, as if it were men- 


- tioned with a dire# View of anſwering ſome 


.  Objeftion ; as a Forger would have done: 


he delivers it with all the Simplicity of an 


unſuſpecting Relator of the Truth, and it, 


therefore, carries with it far more Weight of 
Evidence chan : a Multiplicity of ad and | 


__* Matt. l. 13. + John xxl . 7. 
mw the 


' EXCELLENCE o CHRISTIANITY. gg 
the moſt laboured Explanation. Pindar has 
well obſerved, that three Words will * 1 ” 
cient wee ror N 


REMARK XXVII. 


IHE Goſpels hold out a Repreſentation 
of the Manners of the common People, which 
has it's Accuracy aſcertained by uniform 
Experience and the general Voice of the 
Hiſtories of Mankind. 

Whether. the Attachment of the Multitude 
to our Saviour were weakened by the Diſ- 
appointment of that univerſal Expectation 
among the Jews, that their Maſtab would 
erect a temporal Kingdom, or any other un- 
diſcoyerable Cauſe wrought the Change on 
the Humours of the Mob; (for our own 
Times have given many Proofs of theſe 
quick Tranſitions, and how great a Fire, 
one Spark of popular Rage can kindle) 
whatever, I ſay, the Cauſe might be, they 
ſoon. manifeſted ſo much Conformity to the 15 
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Wiſhes and Sentiments of their Rulers 'as 
to demand the Execution of. him, whom 
they had ſo lately followed with Hy ofanas, 
and faluted as the King of Tjrael. 
The Account, which the Roman Poet has 
given us of the Behaviour of the Populace 
to Sejanus, the great Friend and Favourite 
of the Emperor Tiberius, might ſerve as 
a Comment to this Part of the Goſpel- 
Hiſtory. All they knew was the Emperor's 
Diſpleaſure and the Favourite's Degradation. 
But this was a ſufficient Ground for their 
immediate Alienation and every Species of 
Inſult. « If,” fays my Author, „the Mini- 
« ſter, on the other Hand, had contrived to 
« take off his Maſter, this very Sejanus 
c would have been, at the Moment of his 
ce Execution, with equal Cordiality and as 
< much Reaſon, ſaluted foes, makes ch __ 
« Stead by the ſame Populace.” * 
But, if the miſtaken Notion of the! Jeivs 
reſpecting the Nature of the Maſfab's King- 
dom really operated \at all in producing this 
ſudden Change in the Behaviour of the 
Populace, it certainly had not produced 
| 5 | F 
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ſuch a general Effect as might have been 
preſumed from the Diſappointment of an 
Expectation ſo agreeable, ſo univerſal, and 
ſo deeply rooted: which makes the Fickle- 
neſs and Depravity of the Vulgar ſtill more 
flagrant, or, in other Words, more exactly 
correſpondent to Hiſtory and Experience. 
The Seizure of Feſus by Night ſtrongly 
countenances this Opinion, and cannot other- 
wiſe be explained. When the Multitude 
ſolicit the Releaſe of Barabbas and the Exe- 
cution of Feſus, they do not appear to ex- 
preſs their free unbiaſſed Opinion, but to 
have liſtened to the n en N 
Priefts and Elders. * 
5 However this be, one Circumſtance aß. 
cending the Apprehenſion of Je/izs appears 
to me very material, and from which I would 
draw a moſt important Inference; and in 
this I am greatly countenanced by the Spirit 
of the Narrative, and the total Abſence, to 
all Appearance, of ſuch remote intention in 
the Relation of it. Let the Reader decide 
upon the Reaſonableneſs of my Concluſion. 
Fefus ſaid unto them: Whom ſeek ye They 
anſwered bim: Jas of Nazareth.  Teſus 


80 Matt. xxvii. 20. 
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ſaith unto them: I am he. Aud Judas alſo, 
who betrayed him, flood with them. As ſoon 
then as be bad | ſaid unto them, I am be, 


7 THEY WENT merge AND | [FELL TO THE 
_ Ground. ® 8 Rag fer 


Now, whithet we oppoſe d the Ne Off. 
cers to have acted in this Manner of their 
own Accord, or to have uſed this Caution 


at the” Inftante of Judas, their Conduct is 


an undeniable Proof of their Fear ; which, 


as far as I can diſcover, could ariſe: from 
no other Cauſe than a Conviction of our 
Lord's MIR Acurous Powts. - Let any Man 


aſſign a better Reaſon, if he can. For my 
Part, I ſhall continue to conſider this Tranf- 


action, till T can ſee a more probable Solu- 


tion of it upon other Principles, as a moſt 


pleaſing incidental ert woche en | 
. of Jtsus. FRE 


J muſt obſerve eil further upon he! 805. 
ject of this Remark, that the Behaviour of 
the Populace of Jeruſalem, in whatever Light 
it may be conſidered, and upon whatever 
Principles it may be explained, exhibits 
another characteriſtic Feature in the Manners 
of Mankind at large: I mean that abomi- 


. 
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nable Selſiſongſs, and Inſenſibility to the Con- 
cerns of others, which is the fouleſt Stain 
upon the human Character, and of all Vices 
the moſt incompatible with the Eſſence of 

Chriſtianity. Let me be permitted to relate 
a little Piece of Hiſtory to this Purpoſe, *  - 
e Whilſt Demoſthenes was pleading the Cauſe. 
ce of a- Perſon; accuſed of a capital Offence; 
cc he obſerved , the Audience in a State of 
« Confuſion; and totally inattentive to the 
ce Buſineſs, which was before them. Upon 
« this, he earneſtly entreated their Attention 
« for a few Minutes, and began to relate, 
how a certain young Man hired an Aſs to 


carry : his Clothes and P rov iſions to Megara, 1 


accompanied by a Driver, who was to take 
Care of the Animal and bring him back. 
The Day proved extremely hot; and, as 
there was no Tree, nor any Kind of Shelter 
near to protect him from the Vehemence of 
the Sun's Rays, he prepared to lay himſelf 
down under the Shadow of the Aſs. This 
the Servant of the Owner would not allow, 
maintaining, that he had hired the 45 only, 
and not his Shadow. Hereupon a moſt vio- 
lent Aﬀtercation aroſe between am i wy © When 


gee Suidas in Ons owe. 
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« our Orator had proceeded thus far in his 
« Story, he perceived the Aſſembly to be 
the Tale, and impatient to hear the Con- 
« cluſion of it. Inſtead of proceeding in his 
« Relation, the Orator reproved them with 
« great Severity for their childiſh Curioſity 
tand Eagerneſs about the Shadow of an Aſs, 


« and their ſcandalous unconcern for the Life 


« of an me Galen n * was _ 


. « fending.” 


Upon the Whole, we may 5 3 
Man to produce an Inſtance of a fictitiou 


Narrative, which contains ſuch a M — 


of Incidents, of more or leſs Magnitude, 
ſo conformable throughout to the Manners 
of Mankind, as are ſupplied by"\the ſhore 
hiſtorical b Ke of the oe Ti N 
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WE fats a a Spind of Authen- 5 


ticity in any Perſon pretending to a prophetic 


Charafter, if he lays down the Circumſtances 10 
under which his Prophecies will receive their 


* with ann and Preciſion. 


, . 


EXCELLENCE OF CHRISTIANITY. 10 
The Exactneſs of the Goſpels in this Reſpe 
is very ſtriking. and ſatisfactory. 
Our Lord foretels his on Desk bath un 5 
neger of many Circumſtantes — that he 
ſhould be befrayed by one of his twelve 
Apoſtles — that the Jews would deliver him 
up to the Romans. that particular Inſults and 
Ill-Uſage would attend his Apprehenſion — 
riſe again from the Grave — and that on the 
third Day after his Interment.— He foretels, 
chat James, and Jabn, and Peter, would ſuffer 
Martyrdom' for their Adherence to his Reli- 
gion: —that: John would live to the Deſtruc- 
tion of Ferufalem'; — this Deſtruction itlelf, 
and before the Generation then exiſting were 
removed from the Earth, and by the 
Romans, with an Enoraeration of l other 
Peculiarities. 
It is this Preciſion, 1 * in I $ 
5 ee » who. indeed 1 follows Jo oe 


8 2 in prefatione Commoneo, nillum 3 | 

tam APERTE dexiſſe: de Ghrifto, | Non enim ſolum ſeribit 
eum ofſ6-wenturum, ſed etiàm h TEMPORE wenturus 
fit docet; et reges PER ORDINEM digerit, et Ax Hos n. 
 merat, ac manifeftiſſima figna nn, Proæm. in 
lib. comm. Dan. i + Pick 
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phus,* gives U Daniel a Superiority over the 
other Prophets of the Old Teftament. Ariſtotle 
obſerves with his uſual Accuracy and Pene- 
tration, f that e pretended Prophets expreſs 
te themſelves in general Language. In a 
« Game at Odd and Even, he obſerves, 
« a Man may ſay, whether the Number be 
ce odd or even, much ſooner than what it is: 
te and that ſuch a Thing will happen, than 
ce waen. Therefore our Oracle . e 
te never define WHEN.“ 

Nor muſt an acute N of Giare's: to 
this Purpoſe be omitted. + If this be fore- 
ce told, who' is the Pxxsox meant, and what 
ce is the TIME? The Writer has conducted 

_ « himſelf fo dextrouſly, that any event what- 
cs ſoever will ſuit his Prophecy, ſince there is 

© no SPECIFICATION or Mey an Trans.” A. 


* . 3 e, . 
br a>Aot , ala as KAIPON QPIZEN. 
= Ant . 11. 7. 


+ Rhet. fl. 4. 1. Ed. Oxon. 


t Hee ff oft in libris, in Quan HOMINEM, et in 
Cop TEMPUS of? Callidt enim, qui illa  compoſuit, 
perfecit, ut, quodeungue accidiſſt, prædictum wideretur, 
HOMINUM ET TEMPORUM PETITIONS SUBLATA: 5 
De Div. n. 54. . | . 4 . 1 55 | 
| Horace 
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Herace ridicules with great Humour the 
ſolemn and pompous e of the 
Ham 1 HA MIN 
« Son of Laertes ! rae Er who 
« Will either come to paſs, or ĩt will not 
For Phœbus' ſelf inſpires my Oracles.” 8 u 
My Argument upon this Point, in Behalf 
of the Goſpels and the prophetic Character 
of our Saviour, would be ſenſibly affected, 
if the liberal Conceſſion of Biſhop Hound 
to Pagan Divination in his fourth Sermon on 
Prophecy) were at all admiſſible. But to call 
the Predictions there ſpecified” "authentic, im- 
portant, and Grcamfantial, betrays, T''think, 
ſuch a Want of Judgement and good Senſe, 
as might have ruined with ſome; the Credit 
of a leſs accompliſhed Writer. I, 'how- 
ever, will not be diſguſted with a few 
Bletiſhes amidſt ſo much Excellence, and 
ſhall therefore neither repeat nor enlarge 
what 1 have ſaid on this ONE in 8 
Place. f „ 2 | 
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7 Larrtiade, quicquid Bits,” aut cit at non; 

Divinare etenim magnus mihi donat Apollo. 

| + See my n on St. Matthew, C. xxiv. 

V. 34. 
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REMARK *XXIX. 


Jop . Aimabes wot fe . 
Pilate, and craved the Body of Jesus. And 
| Pilate marvelled, if be were already dead. 
—ſuch a Circumſtance, I fay, as this. no 
_ Hiſtorian of any Se would have inſerted, 
an . Integrity. totally 8 of all Wiſh * 5 
Intention to deceive. A dextrous Impoſtor 
i (and ſuch a Forger of the Goſpels muſt have 
been) had immediately diſcerned, that this 
Declaration of Pilate's Wander at the ſpeedy 
Diflolution of our Lord would encourage a 
Suſpicion of ſome; Cunrrivanct and Deception 
in the Matter; and an Inſinuation that one, 
who had never been dead, as was pr. | 
| might appear again, without any Miracle, 
to his Diſciples. © Beſides,” he would rea- 
ſon with himſelf, < why ſhould ut expire 
© before the o Malgfactors, who were cru- 
* cified with ww CE 8 
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And yet ſuch ſatisfactory Reaſons may be 
aſſigned for this Effect, as reflect, indepen- 
dent of all other Corroboration, the 3 

Probability on the Narrative. f 
Not to inſiſt on an Opinion, which receives 
ſome Countenance from Scripture, that 
Jeſus was faſtened to the Croſs before the 
| Robbers; his earlier Diſſolution is ſufficientiy 
accounted” for from the low State of Mind 
and Body, in which his extreme Agony in 
the Garden, and, doubtleſs, the frequent 
Anticipitation of his Sufferings on other 
Occaſions previous to that extraordinary Con- 
fli&t, muſt have left him; It is unneceſſary 
to look out for any other Reaſon: or we 
might infer - upon | probable Grounds, an 
Imbecility of Body and a Delicacy of Confti- 
zution, promoted or produced by à Liſe 
of Meditation and Abſtinence, of Hardſhip 
and Fatigue. f The Solutions, which ſome 
Writers have given of this Difficulty, are 
the Evidences of Chri/tianity, without Foun- 
d and ee to Common-Senſe. T? 
a RE M * RK 


eme xvi 38. | ? 
| I See Matt. vii. 20. John viii. * 
1 1 rejoiced to underſtand, that Dr. Price's good | 


' Senſe had led him to expunge from the /econd Edition 
of 
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I 1 H E-Backwardnek, s A the « Diſciples 
manifeſted, - to believe the Reſurrection of 
their Maſter, and the ſcrupulous Incredulity 
of ' Thomas in particular, are not only per- 
fectly conſiſtent with their Temper and Turn 
of Mind, as ſet forth in other Parts of their 
Hiſtory; and on that Account probable from 


 Unifermity j but derive a further Appearance 


of Veracity to the Hiſtorian, if we conſider 
that a Forger of the Goſpels would have 
apprehended ſome Detriment to his grand 
Object, the Ręſurrection of Jgſus, from an 
Indiſpoſition and Unwillingneſs in thoſe, who 
knew him beſt, to acknowledge their Lord 
again. Such Frankneſs and Simplicity of Nar- 


rative are ſtriking Preſumptions of the Reality 


g e d IY et Stone 5 
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ee that duale, e and ſtupid Criticiſm 


on Matt. xxvii. 50. Such Acknowledgement of Errors, 
to which we are all liable, is exceedingly -rare, but 


highly meritorious, and the ahl Concomitant of 
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of ' Chriſtianity ; and indirectly prove the en- 
tire Conviction of the Apoſtles themſelves, 
that our Lord had expired on the Croſs. 
All the Circumſtances of this Part of the 
Goſpel Hiſtory cannot fail to make a very 
conſiderable impreſſion on every Reader of 
Impartiality and Diſcernment. There is a 
certain Limit to which an Impoſtor, aided 
by Ingenuity and Experience, may be allowed 
to proceed with little danger of Detection; 
but an undeviating Conſiſtency with itſelf, 
and a ſtrict Conformity to the Maxims of 
Experience, through a circumſtantial History of 
a great Variety of extraordinary T ranſafions, 
is beyond his Ability, and eue axtinahls ra 
the honeſt Votary of TzvTa. n. 
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THERE occurs in the G of St. 
Luke by far the nobleſt Specimen of what, 
by the Courteſy of Criticiſm, I would call 
_ the SuBLMTY of Si.gnce, that human 
Genius has been able to produce. - Certainly 
Nothing but an actual Report from an He- 
Witneſs could have ſuggeſted ſuch a grand 
| | 9 85 and 
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An their Breaſts, and returned. . 
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and | pad — [rage that . 


Au all the People, that came — to N 
Gbr, bebolding the Things which were" due. 
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Their Senſations were e er vie: 
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well known, ' and deſervedly extolled by 
Longinur. I will quote Virgils admirable 
Imitation of it, in Mr. Pitt's Tranſlation, 
for the Entertainment of the Reader: which, 
however, falls vey" Mort of 8 M yeſty of 


the Original. | oy ph \ Ds. = oe 
CT a A A an 
But fixt on Earth her unrelenting Eyes, 
« The Chief ftill weeping, with a ſullen Mien, 
In ſteadfaſt Silence, frown'd th* obd © Queen. 
«« Fixt as a Rock amidſt the roaring Main, x 
«« She hears him ſigh, implore, and plead in vain. 

«« Then, where the Woods their thickeſt Shades TY 
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from the pee er. Bere e 
the Critics.® +: 

Achilles, after fims; anos: Ceed 
with Ulyſes in the Shades, inquires after the 
Account of his Bravery and Exploits; as could 
not fail to be highly acceptable to :fach a : 
Father. The Effect of this Intelligence on 
5 en thus nobly imagined by che Poet. 


TO 1 Sus Achilles raight, without reply, 

SStalk'd o'er the yellow Mead of Aſphode! 
Wich Stride majeſtic; fluſt'd with Joy to Rows 

% Such glorious Feats of his intrepid Son.“ 


N 
R E M A R * ell. 


1 H E Miracle fit 10 ede of} Water 
into Wine is related with every Symptom of 
Veracity. The Eaſineſs of the Narrative and 
the Probability of the ſeveral Circumſtances 5 
accompanying the Miracle, muſt be either 
the Reſult of) * ans actual FOR 


| * kon. Od. 4 A. 537. 
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or the Achievement of the moſt ingenious 
and ſubtle Impoſtor, that ever exerted his 
Skill for the Deception of Mankind. If | the 
latter Alternative be the more . reaſonable 
Suppoſitiens, it behoves our Adverſaries to 
give ſome Account of this ſagacious Plagiary; 
| rs little Inſight into his Character who 
he was— when and where he exiſted. Until 
a few. Particulars of this Kind can be made 
out, they muſt indulge the Friends of Reve- 
lation in their Partiality for the Cloud of 
Witneſſes, that - encompaſs them; and in 
their Reſpect for thoſe innumerable Marks 
of internal Probability, diſcoverable in the 
Scriptures of their Religion. Should the 
Deiſt call this Attachment to their Faith 
puerile and irrational, unworthy of a philo ofo- 
phical\ Turn of Mind; though | Decency will 
not: ſuffer us to oppoſe the Names of many 
now alive to this groundleſs and conceited 
Imputation, yet ſurely, without alledging 
any Inſtances from the clerical Profeſſion, 
we may be allowed to cite the Names of 
Bacon, Nxwrox, Locks. In Competition 
with theſe Heroes of our Species, if the 
Diſpute muſt be decided by the Preponde- 
rancy of Genius and Accompliſhments, fuch 

| e 
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Men as Hume“ and Gibbon are as the ſinall 
Duſt of the Balance againſt the Mountains: ; — 
as the faint Glimmerings of a wn to «he 
he nt ens of a mid- day Sun.” 


To return to the Subject of this Remark. 4 
The Abſence of all Contrivance and Collu- 
ſion could not be more happily implied, than 
by the Manner, in which the Diſcovery is 
ſignified to the Company. The Servants 
| alone were Ps to the Proceſs "of che i 
* W 73 


CC edyr 715 . 
ET REY ai: bern hocked ati at the 
| eee which Mr. Hume has received from 
ſuch reſpectable Writers, on Account of his Hiſtory. 
Of his other Qualities as a Hiſtorian . I fay Nothing: 
my preſent Concern is with his Stile. In a fele& 
Company of Friends I once aſſerted, that he was a 
WRETCHED WRITER. The Opinion was not admitted, 
and his Relation of the Maſſacre in Ireland was mentioned 
as a fine Specimen of Compoſition. It- was immediately 
produced, and after a flight Diſſection given up as 
truly pitiful, The Work is replete with miſerable 
Examples of vicious Affectation and Want of Taſte. 
I was happy to find ſuch a Man as Mr, Knox of the 
ſame Judgement. — Of Mr. Gibbon I have given my Opi- 
nion in the Preface to a Work juſt publiſhed, a Nero 
Tranſlation of thoſe Parts of the N. T. - Which are erroneous 


in our common pars 


s ;*% f „ 
3 


cle; 


a 1 John ii. 112, 
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cle; and were deſired by Fe/us to carry foin 
of the new Wine to the Governor | of the 
Feaſt: According to the uſual Practice on 
thoſe Occaſions, mentioned too by the Go- 
vernor, the Wine, which they had been 
drinking laſt, was not remarkable for its 
Excellence. His Attention was immediately 
excited by this freſh Supply, and he gives 
his Atteſtation to the Miracle in ſo natural 
and eaſy a Way, that I cannot but eſteem 
it beyond the Reach of any Artifice and 
Ingenuity whatſoever. He called the Bride- 
groom, and ſaid: Every Man at the Beginning 
oo fetteth forth good Wine, and when Men = 
well drunk, then that which is worſe ; 
thou haft kept the good Wine until now. 
This incidental Teſtimony carries with it 
all the Air of Authenticity, which could 
. * Poſſibly be derived from the unaffected : 
Mention of ſuch a Circumſtance. 3 x 


„ 
1 — — 1— ——— — — —— 1 Matt" - 
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” 
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REM oy K XXII. ae 


THE Espulſon of the Buyers and Sellers 

from the Temple is ſuch an extraordinary 

T ranſaction in itſelf, and ſo very different 
e 
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from the cuſtomary Conduct of our Saviour, 
that an Impoſtor of any Penetration and 
Addreſs (and ſurely Prejudice itſelf will not 
deny a Forger of the Goſpels ſome Portion 
of theſe Qualities) would have thought it 
Madneſs to leave ſuch an Account, unaccom- 
panied by any Allegations for the Behaviour 
of Feſus, and any Reaſons for the implicit 
| Deference of the Traders. No: it is the 
authentic Narrative of a Hiſtorian, - conſcious 
of the Truth, and no farther ſolicitous than 


to record it; confiding in the general Tenour _ 


of the Hiſtory at large for Content me  - 
Corroboration. 

A Conſciouſneſs in the Traders of the In- ; 
| decency and Profanation of their Proceedings 
in proſtituting the Courts of the Lord's Houſe 
to the Accommodation of their worldly Pur- 
poſes i in ſo degrading a Manner, would not, 
I think, in itſelf account for this ready Ac- 
quieſcence - in our Lord's Conduct. Yet 
daily Experience is. ſufficient to certify the 
Advantage, which this Principle can give 
the weak over the ſtrong. But, if we con- 
ne& with this an Idea of his miraculous Power, 
all Difficulties will be removed; a beautiful 


Coherence is diſcovered, and the Atteſtation 
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of a ſingular Event will accede to' the prophetic 


Character of our Saviour. The whole Tranſ- 


action appears to me moſt myſterious and 
perfectly unaccountable in any other View; 
but plain, and Ty and coniſtent, 
and ſatisfactory in this. ES, 

I diſcover another Mark 67 Sinaplicity nd; 
Truth, another Preſumption againſt all collu- 
five Management, in the different Relations, 
which the Evangeliſts have left of this Tranſ- 
action; and of ſuch Force, as, I flatter 2 8 


felt, cannot be reſiſted. 


When our Saviour eie in the News 


tives of Matthew, Mark, and Luke: My Houſe 


is the Houſe of Prayer, but ye have made it «a 
DEN or TRIEVEs.“ The Allufion is not 


nude to a Neſt of Robbers of ay Deſcrip- 


tion, but is particular and preciſe. By a Den 
is here meant the Cavity of a Rock, a ſubter- 


raneous Habitation, or ſome ſuch Place, where 


Robbers were accuſtomed to ſecrete - the 
Carr, which they had ſtolen. I cannot 


better illuſtrate my Meaning and the Perti- 
nency of the Appellation, than by producing 
a paſſage from Virgil, e e to the 


3 at. xxi. 13. Mark ix the Luke tix. 6 
Purpoſe, 


ä Learning. 
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Purpoſe, in which the Cave and ee of 
Cacus is deſcribed. ee > 


1 IO: Alcides came, and hers his SW Herds 
 «c/Spread o'er the Valley and the River's Bank. 
On Wiles and Miſchief Cacus ſtill intent | 
Four beauteous Hsiys&s and four ſtately BuLLs 
1 « By Fraud drives off; and, that no Steps direct 
Might indicate their Courſe, he backward drags 
His ſtruggling Plunder to his GLOOMY Dux. ES 


Now 1 maintain, that the Phraſe a Den 
i Thieves is perfectly unintelligible as it is 
related by theſe three Evangeliſts, becauſe 


there is Nothing in the Context, that can 


lead to an Explanation of it. We muſt have 
Recourſe to St. John's Relation for Satiſ- 
EN upon chis Point ; 3 which N * 5 


MN En. VIII. 203. 


Allcides Aderat, tauroſque hac victor RY 
 Tngentes : wallemque boves ainnemque tenebant. 

At. furiis Caci mens effera, ne quid inauſum 
Aut intractatum ſeelerifoe dolive fuiſſet, 
Duatuer à ftabulis præſtanti corpore tauros 

Avertit, totidem formd ſuperante juvencas : 

Atque hos, ne qua forent pedibus vgſtigia rectit 
Caudã in ſpeluncaꝶm tractos, werfeſque viarum 
Indiciis raptos, ſaxo occultabat opaco. 


This juſt Explanation of à Der of Thieves, if I miſtake 
not, is Mr. Markland's: a Man of true Simplicity of 
Mind, adorned by a ſound Judgement and Ng | 


H 2 He 


5 52 SHEEP and the Oxen. * 
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He drove thew all ou. of the Temple, and 


Here is the Key to this Den of Thieves, 
dropped indeed very incidentally, as it ſhould 


ſeem, and without | Deſign : wor d h ex- 


tremely obſervable, that our Saviour's Charge | 
in this Evangeliſt is not — Make nat my 
| Father's Houſe a DN or Trmvss—but— 
Make not my Father: 4 Houſe A Hovssz or 
MercHanpize.— So then thoſe. Hiſtorians, 


who employ the Expreſſion, leave it wholly 5 


unintelligible in it's proper Acceptation; 
and that Hiſtorian, on the other Hand, who 
had actually given the Explanation, does not 
uſe the Phraſe. Now I defy any Man to 


imagine a more deciſive and unequivocal 


Proof of Perſons writing from the Simplicity 
of their Hearts, without the ſlighteſt Symp- 
tom of Artifice and Contrivance, — with- 


cout the leaſt Appearance of any Solicitude 


beyond a plain Narration of the Truth, — 
than what a Compariſon of our Evangeliſts 
exhibits in this Inſtance. The Conchuſion is 
obvious: the Evidence is Hot to be with- 
ſtood. 

8 e „„ 
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1F 5 19 the Gospel Wen ors: 
on the cowardly Diſpoſition of the Apoſtles, 
to which they gave ſo unequivocal a Teſti- 
mony by forſaking their Maſter in his laſt 
i ag and conſulting Nothing but their 
on Preſervation, and on their 3 
and Iutrepidity within a few Days \ufter'; i 
is not improbablez'' that ſome Emotions of 
Embarraſſment and Miſtruſt may ariſe from 
a Tranſition apparently” too fudden to be 
conformable -to human Nature upon any 
aſſignable Operations of the Mind. But a 
| PERSUASION or TH RESURRECTION: or Jesus 
Cunisr upon the Evidence of their 'Szwsus' 
was an adequate Cauſe for ſo great an Alter- 
ation, and furniſhes 4 complete Solution ot 
the Problem. Tits was that Advocate, 
who would” defend theſe uneloquent and un- 
learned Galileans with ſuch Strength of Argu- 
ment, ſuch Efficacy of Conviction; before 
and Kings, and Councils : ;* — THIS was 


* — 844 * 


* Mark xii, 9. | 
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| that Mouth and Wiſdom, which all the Power, 
BE and Policy, and Malice of their Adverſaries 


would be unable to gainſay and refift.* Ob- 
ſerve the Ground, upon which Peter and 
John build their determined Reſolution to 
preach the Goſpel in Spite of every Impedi- 
ment. Ve cannot, ſay they," aut ſpeak. the 
Thing, which-we bave SEEN: and ARD. T 
And this conſtitutes the EssEMTIAL Dis- 
TINCTION between the Teſtimony of the 
Apoſtles, and the Caſe of thoſe, who have 
laid down their Lives: for the Truth in other. 
Inſtances, and in the ſugcetding Ages of 
Chriſtianiiy. On one Side, Martyrdom was 
the Reſult of a particular Perſuaſion, accord- 
ing to the different Ideas of the. Aae 
Goſpel, ee e T ae eee to! 
| them, through any other Medium: liable 
| therefore . ta... endleſs Diyerſity, and conſe- 
quently to endleſs Error and Mijconception, 
On the other Side, Martyrdom attended a 
Conviction of what had been | HEARD; and 
| SEEN, and HANDLED of the, Word: of Life : | 
where there . . no enen 
'# Lakes 2nh 15. | 33 ac b. 20, 
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of Miſapprebenſion and Miſtake. We have, 

in one Caſe, if I may ſo ſpeak, the Exem- 

plification of an Axiom: in the other, no 
more chan a Ibeoretical Dam een of | 
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7, eftament, if they carry with them Nothing 3 
abſurd and contradiftory, Nothing inconſiſtent 1 
with our moſt improved Conceptions of the | 5 
divine Adminiſtration; the Miracles, I ſay, 9 
of Revelation, proclaim their o.’ n Authen- „ 
licity, upon this plain Principle; — that wo A 
Man, (converſant only with the Occurrences 

of common Life, could have originally enter- 

tained Ideas ſo unauthoriſed by Experience, 

and incapable of Admiſſion into the Mind 

without the Interference of ſome extraneous 
Impreſſion. Nay, I will expreſs the Propo- 

ſition in ſtill ſtronger Terms. The very 
SINGULARITY of the Subject is, in many 5 
Caſes, a Ho PRESUMPTION of the Rrarrrr „ 


of che Tranſaction. 
H 4 . Herodotus 


THE Miracles both of the Old and New | 


2 r 


1% INTERNAL EVD EN CES OF THE. 
Herodotus informs us, * that Necho, King 
« of Egypt, ſent forme Phenicians on a naval 
Expedition with Orders to ſail through 
e the Pillars of Herewles into the Northern 
« Sea, and ſo return to Ægypt. The Pbæ- 
tc zicians accordingly ſet Sail from the Red- 
c Sea towards the South. In Autumn they 
e went on Shore, ſawed their Seed, waited 
« for the Return of Harveſt, and then pro- 
ec ceeded on their Voyage. Thus they went 
* on for two ſucceſſive Years; and on the 
« third Year” turned in at che Pillars of 
te Hercules, and came to Ag pr. They 
* brought back a ſtrange Account, perfectly 
cc [NGREDIBLE ro ME, another may believe it, 
* if he pleaſes; that, when they ſailed round 
& Libya, . THEY HAD "AVG JUN ON THRIK 
* Rn Hanp.” 
It is evident to * 3 ns - 
theſe Phenicians did actually perform this 
Expedition; that they paſſed beyond the Line 
and the Sautbern Tropic. But ſuch a ſtrange 
mo of going en the ys , we ſee, 


„L. rv. Sect. 42. Which 1 dre is the exrtic 
Account upon Record of che doubling of the Cape of 
Coe Hope, about fix hundred Years before the Chrifian 
gained 


. 
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gained no Credit with our grave Hiſtorian, 


who is not, however, remarkable on ſome 


| Occaſions for a ſtubborn Incredulity; fuch 
an Idea, I fay, as this could not be a mere 
Fiction of the Sailors; — it could priginate in 


no other Source but a‘ 


ocular: Obſervation... 


Of this Kind is that remarkable bens 
menon, related by three e the  Tran- 


+ WS. 4 


6 Deitt, perhaps, like the ul Hiſtorian, 
will not chooſe to credit; though, like him 


alſo, he may belieye a Multitude of other 


ſtrange Things, againſt all Reaſon and Pro- 
bability. As Philoſophy and Experience 
have vindicated the Character of theſe Phæni- 
cian Sailors againſt the Inſinuations of their 
Journaliſt ; ſo we are convinced, that ſound 


. Reaſon. and probable Deduction will bear us 


out in our Belief of the Miractes of Scripture 


againſt the Objections of 1 ableſt and 2 
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BUT the whole New 3 * not 


record a more extraordinary Fact, than that, 
which 
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which St. John deutures: was enſued under 


his own Inſpection. TS VSWGH: 5 0 
But, toben 25 4 came to % gh, 0 455 
that he was dead already, they brake-not+ bis 
Legs: wi Bu. one of the Soldiers with a Spear 

Merced" bis Side, and forthwith came thereout = 
| Brood and WArER. And ned a gy; it, 
beareth Record, and his Record i is true... 

: Dr. Hunter's 8 preliminary Diſkertstion to 
his anatomical Lectures ſufficiently ſhews- the 
very imperfect Knowledge of Anatomy in 
Ages long poſterior to the Days of Cori. N 
And i it cannot be thought, that an Impoſtor 
would hazard an Aſſertion reſpecting an 
Operation, which, could it be ſuppoſed to 


enter into his Mind at all, (and that were 


little bk, than an Effet without a Cauſe) 
greater Experience and maturer Information 
might have proved to be abſurd, or even 
impoſſible. Stronger Evidence cannot be 
deſired of a Caſe like this. It's Reality is 
unqueſtionable. It will ſtand to the End 
of Time an irrefragable Demonſtration of 
Jobn's Veracity, and of the a e * Nis 
Os En bn | a 
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The Effect here deſcribed, the Flowing 
out of Blood and Water, is a decided Proof, 
that Jeſus was actualhy dead; and, therefore, 
that he could not ſhew himſelf alive to his 
Diſciples afterwards but by à Refirrefion 
from the Grave: which is the Foundation, | 
as'I have before obſerved, that ſupports the 
whole Fabric of the Chriftian Revelation. 
This Appearance, T fay, was a Proof of 
Death. The mater, mentioned by our 
Evangeliſt, was A che lymphatic Fluid from the 
Pericardium and the intermediate Parts, which 
could not fail to be conſiderably ' lacerated by 
the Paſſage of ſuch a Weapon, as a Roman 
Spear. Had any Life ſtill remained in our 
Saviour's Body, and the Circulation of the 
Blood not yet ceaſed, ſo great an Effuſion 
muſt have taken Place, as would have pre- 
vented all Diſcrimination” of the Iympb, that 
iſſued with it. The Tranſaction is wonder- 
fully ſtriking in every e e Ark . with _ 
Evidence and Conviction. senf det 16 

Under this Reæmar I ſhall take an Oppor- 
tunity of explaining from this Text a moſt re- 
markable Paſſage in the Epiſtles of the ſame: 

Author, upon which JI preſume the Reader 
would have Recourſe in yain for Satisfaction 
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to any Commentator,', and which receives 


immediate; Illuſtration and 28 taint en 
the preceding Obſervations. TIDY 1 
The Paſſage here . is 1 «Jahn. q 

and ſhould be thus traflaghd's; 19110 


the BlooD: and the End of theſe three-is am., 
The Circumſtance, which is proved by cheſe 
hats Things in Conjuntion—the Breath — 
the Water — and the Blood—'s THz Data 
or 'CurisT: Our Evangelift, had aid, * 
that | Jeſus gave up bis, BBKATRH. But we all 
know, | that Life is recoverable in many In- 
ſtances after . Reſpiration: ceaſes. The Breath 
alone, therefore, would not - bear effectual 
Witneſs. But the Concurrence of the Water 
and the load makes the Teſtimony quite 
complete, and conſtitutes an undeniable. B 
monſtration of the Ceſſation of Exiſtence. 
Hence alſo we might explain the rh Verle 
of the ſame Chapter in this Epiſtle but this 
is not the Place for Criticiſms of fuch a Na- 
ſeem much intereſted on that unimportant 
. the n of 40 Serien. ti 


. ; xix. 30. 


With 
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With a moſt exquiſite Obſervation of our 
Lord himſelf I ſhall cloſe theſe Remarks on 
the internal Evidences of the va Reve- 
lation. | 

But all theſe Things will hey do unto you for | 
my Name's Sake, BECAUSE THEY KNOW NOT HIM 
THAT SENT ME.“ 

In other Words; IonoRancs and Vox are 
the GRAND Enemies of REveLaTION. Juſt Sen- 
timents of the SurxEMUE BRING and a rational 
Syſtem of natural Religion will invariably conduct 
an ingenuous Inquirer to Chriſtianity ; a truly 
moral Diſpenſation of Faith and Practice, which 
continues to gain an Acceſſion of Evidence 
(which is a moſt ſtriking Conſideration) in 
Proportion to the Improvements of Philoſophy 
and the Advancement of the human Underſtand- 
ing. Whether there be ſuch a Perſon as a 
virtuous and conſcientious Deiſt, who has exa- 
mined with a diſpaſſionate Attention all the 
Evidences of the Goſpel, is a Queſtion, to 
which J ſhould not heſitate to give an An- 
fwer, upon the Authority of Jzsvs CnRIsT. 


* John xv. 21. 


